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Advertiſement 
P O T HE 


R E A D E R, 
By Dr. OwWEN. 
HERE are (Chriſti- 


an Reader) certain 

principles in Church 

Affairs, generally 

conſented to by all men, aim- 
A ing at reformation, and the 
| furtherance of the power of 
| godlineſs therein ; however di- 


| ver/ified among themſelves by 
| 4 2 An- 


e 


FFP 


Mr ub on rr goof, 


An Advertiſement 
fingular perſuafions, or diſtin— 
grrfhed by impoſed and aſſumed 
Names and Titles: Some of 
thefe, though not bere menti- 
oed, are the bottom and foun= 
dation of this following collecti- 
2 bd rules fer our walking in 

he Jelloteſbip of the Goſpel : 
ay which, theſe four are 
tve principal. 

Hit, That particular Con- 
gregations or Aſſemblies of be- 
lievers gathered into one body, 
fer a participation of the Ordi- 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt, under 
oficersof their own, areof Di- 
dene inſtitution. 4 

Secondly, That every faith- 
Ful believer is bound, by vertue 
of foſitive precepts, to join 
bimſelf to ſome fuch f vole 
Congregation, having the notes 

and 


to the Reader. 


| and marks | whereby" a true 
. | Church may be known and dij- 
cerned. 

Thirdly, That every man's 
own voluntary conſent, and 
|" ſubmiſſion to the ordinances of 
Chriſt in that Church where- 
fo be is joined, is required 

or his union therewith, and 
Fane therein. 

Pourthly, That it is conve=-- 
| ntent that all believers of one 
„ 1 place fhould join themſelves in 
one Congregation, unleſs through 
their being too numerous, they 
are by common conſent diſiin- 
guiſhed into more: which or- 
der cannot be diſturbed without 
ſe danger, firife, emulation, and 
30 breach of love. 

Theſe principles, evident in 
be word, clear in themſelves, 
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An Advertiſement 
and own'd in the main by all 
pretending to regular Churcl 


reformation, not liable to any 
colcurable exception from the 


Scripture or fure Antiquity, 
were ſuppoſed and taken for 
granted, as the collection of 


theſe en Yung rules. 


The A poftolical direction 
and precept in ſuch caſes is, 
that whereto we have attain- 
ed, we ſhould walk according 
to the ſame rule; unto; whoſe 
performance the promiſe an- 
nexed is, that if any one be o- 
ther je minded, God will alſs 


reveal that unto him. The 


: remaining differences about 


Church Order and Diſcipline, 
are for continuance fo Ancient, 
and by the diſputes of men, 


made 


to the Reader. 
made fo involved and intri- 
cate ;, the parties at variance 
o prejudiced” and engaged, 
that although all things of con- 
cernment appear to me, as 10 
others, both conſenting with © 
me, and diſſenting from me, 
clear in the Sciptures; yet 7 
have a little hapes of the ac. 
compliſhment of the promiſe 


in revelation of the truth, as 


yet contefted about in men di f 


ferently minded; until the 


obeatence of walking ſuitably: 
aud anfwerably to "the ſame - 
rules agree on, be more fincere- 


ly accompliſhed. 


This {erſnaſron is the. more 


firmly fixed on me every day, 


becauſe I ſee men, for the moſt 
part, 70 ſpend their ftrength. 


and 


An Advertiſement 
aud time, more in the oppoſing 
of thoſe things wherein - other's 


differ from them, than in the 


practice of thoſe which by them 


and others are owned, as of 


the moſt neceſſary concernment. 
To recall the minds of men, at 


leaſt of thoſe, who having not 


much light to judge of things 
under debate ( eſpecially con- 


fidering their way of handling 
in this. diſputing age) may 


have yet much heat and love, 


towards the ways of Goſpel 


obedience, from the intangle- 


ments of. controverſies about 


Church affairs, and to engage 


them into a ſerious, humble 


performance of tlie duties, 
which are, by the expreſs com- 


mand of Feſus Chriſt, incum- - 
bent on them in what way of 


order 


\ 


to the Reader. 

order they walk, are theſe 
leaves deſigned. I ſhall only 
add, that though the enſutng 


| Rules, er Directions, may os 


obſerved, and the duties pre- 
ſcribed, performed, with —_ 
beauty, and many advantages 
by theſe who are engaged in 
fome refermed Church Socie- 
ty, yet they are (if not all 
of them, yet) for the moſt 
part ſuch, as are to be the 
conſtant fractiſe of all Cbriſti- 
aus in their daily converſati- 
on, though they are not per- 
 Juaged of the neceſſity of = - 
uch Reformation, as is plea- 
ded for, and bercin I am fully 
reſolved, that the practiſe of 
any ene duty 'bere mention- 
ed, by any one ſoul before 
glace ſhall be abundant 


Free 5 


An Advertiſement, &c. 
recompence for the publiſhing 
my name with theſe papers, 
Javouring ſo little of thoſe or- 
naments of Art or Sata] 


which in things that come to 
pablick view, men aefr, re to 


| bold out. 


| oe Rs Ea ai, * * we 


To 


JEDICATION. 


To the Church of Chriſt aſſembling 
in Rowell, Northamptonſhire, 


Dearly beloved Brethren in 
our Lord, 


7 T hath, from your being firſt 
founded to this Moment, 
been your great Honour and 
Happineſs, to remain ſteadfaſt 
in the Faith which was once de- 
livered to the Saints, and in- 
violably to maintain the ſtfic- 
teſt Diſcipline i in the Houſe of 
God, © It is hoped, through 
your Prayers, and the ſupply of 
the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Republication of this little Trea- 
tiſe (wrote by one of the moſt 
learned and judicious Divines 
| of the laſt age) will have this 
happy Tendency to excite you, 
Brethren, and the members of 
Chriſtian Churches, of whatever 
Denomination, to abound in 


Walk 


DEDIo AT ION. 
Walking, according to the ad- 
mirable Directions it contains. 


You are not inſenſible that the 


Grace of the great Head of the 
Church 1s ſufficient for vou, and 
that his ſtrength is made perfect 


in weakneſs. Now the God of 
Peace that brought again from 


the dead our Lord Jeſus, that 


great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through the Blood of the ever- 
laſting Covenant, make you per- 
feet in every good Work to do his 


Will, working in you that which 


1s well - pleaſing in his Sight, 
through Jeſus Chriſt; to whom 
be Glory foreverandever. Amen. 


This is the continual and fer- 


vent Prayer of, my dear Bre- 
thren, your very affectionate 


Brother and Paſtor, 


MosEs GREGSON, 


London, 
May 2, 1764. 
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Rules of walking in Fellouſbp, 2 


With reference to the Paſtor 
or Munſter that watcheth 


* our Souls. 
RULE I. 
HE word and all ordi- 


adminiſtration to him com- 
mitted, by Vertue of Mini- 
ſterial Authority, are to be 
diligently attended and ſub- 


mitted unto, with ready obedi- 


ence in the Lord. 
x Cor. iv. 1. Let a man þ 
account of us, as of the Mini- 


he vu eries of God, 
B bY Cor. 


nances diſpenſed in the 


ers of Chrift and Stewards of - 
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e 2 20. God hath 
coinmitted unto us the Miniſtry 


, - Reconciliation, "now then” toe 
are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, 4s. - 


though God did beſeech you by 


us, 2 Cor. iv. 7. We have this 
treaſure in earthen veſſels, that » 


the excellency of the power may 


Be , God, and not 27 us; Fe 
2. Cor. vi 1. 8 


Gal. iv. 14. Ya ou 3 me 


as an Angel of a even as Feſus 


Cypriſt. 
2 Theſſ. iii. 14. And if any 


man obey not our worde, note 
that man, and have no company 


with him. 
Heb. x11. 7. Aland: them 
that have the Rule over you, who 


have ſpoken to you the word of 


God. Verſe 1. Obey them that 
have the Rule over you, and ſub- 


nit your ſelves, for they watch 
for your Souls as they that muſt 
give an account, that they may 


do 


in Fellowſhip. 3 
| Jo it with Joy, and not with. 
Grief, for that is ee 


Vor you. 


1 EXP ETCATTON: YL. 


Here is a two-fold power 
for the diſpenſing of the 
Word, I. dafs, Or ability. 
2. #ecia, or authority: the fifſt 
with the attending qualificati- 


ons mentioned and recounted, 
1 7. ii. 2, 3, 4» 5s 0; 1 


i. 6, 7,8. and many other places, 
is required to be previouſly. in 
thoſe, as beſtowed on them, 

who are to be called to office 
of Miniſtration, and may be in 


ſeveral degrees and meaſures 


in ſuch as are never ſet apart 
thereunto, who thereby are 
warranted to declare the Goſ- 


pel, when called by the pro- 'L 


vidence of God thereunto, . 
Rom. x. 14, 15. For the work 
B 2 + 
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4 Rules of walking 


of Preaching unto the conver- 
ſion of Souls, being a moral 
Duty, comprized under. that 


general precept of doing good 
unto all, the appointment of 
ſome to the performance of 
that work by the way of of- 
fice, doth nat incloſe it. 

The ſecond, or Authority 
proper to chem who orderly 


are ſet apart thereunto, ariſeth 


from, 


x, Chriſt's inſtitution of the 


office, Eph. iv. 11. 
God's providential de- 


ix. 38. 


3. The Churches call elec- 


nenten of the Faß, Mat. * | 


tion, appointment, acceptation,. 1 


ſubmiſſion, N F&. is. 


xiv. 23. 1 Thef. v. 132, 13. Qs 


vi. 3. 2. Cor. VIII. 5. which do 
not give them dominion . over 
the faith of believers, 2 Cor. ; þ 


24. nor make them Lords over 
God's 


—_y 


* 


in "Fellowſhip. 5 
God's heritage, 1 Pet. v. 3. but 


intruſt them with a ftewardly 


power in the houſe of God, 1 Cor. 


iv. . that is, the peculiar flock 


over which in particular, they 


are made overſeers; Ads xx. 
28. of whom the word is o 


be received. 
1. As the truth of Gock a as:: 


alſo from all others ſpeaking 
according to Goſpel order in 
bis name. 


2. As the trathhe held om Wind 


miniſterial authority to them 


in particular, according to the 


inſtitution of Chriſt; want of 


a due Conſideration of theſe. 


things, lies at the bottom of 


all that negligence, careleſſneſs, 
floth, and wantonneſs in hear- 
ing, which have poſſeſſed 
many profeſſors in theſe days. 
There is nothing but a reſpect 
to the truth, and Authority 
of God in the Adminiſtration 

B 3 1 
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*20 | Rules of walking 
of the word, that will eſtabliſh 
the Minds of Men in a ſober 
and profitable attending unto 
it. Neither are men weary. of 


Hearing, until they. are weary 
of practiſing. 


Motives to the obſervance 
of this rule, are; 
1. The name wherein they 


ſpeak and adminiſter, 2 Cor. v. 
20. (2.) The work which they 


do, 1. Cor. iii. 9. 2 Cor. vi. 1, 


1 Tim. iv. 16. 


3. The return that they make, 


Heb. xiii. 17, 


4. The Regard that the 
Lord hath of them in his em- 
ployment, Matth. x. 40, 41. 


2 Date x. 16. 


. The account that hearers 


muſt make of the word diſ- 
penſed by them, 2 Chro. xxxvi. 


13: 16. Prov. i. 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 27, 28,29 . Pſal. cxxxviii. 2. 
Tate * 7 2 Iv. 24, Heb. 


II. I, 2, EL He. IV. 20 


— — 


* . 


in Fellowſhip. 7 


Err ERIE IC 
of | FT FIS converſation. is. to be 
1 obſerved and diligently 


followed ſo far as he walks in 

e | the ſteps of e Chrift. © 
1 Cor. iv. 16. I Beſeech you 

7 be followers of me, ch. xi. 1. Be 


Fs ye . ollowers of me, ven as * alſo 
* am of Cbriſt. 
. Heb. xii. 7. 3 them 


doo have ſpoken unio you the 
4 Word of God, whoſe faith follow, 
conſidering the end of their con- 


e | vwerſation. _ 

- | © 2. Theſ. iii. 7. For yourſelves 

. | Fnow how you ought to follow us, 
or we behaved not ourſelves diſ- 

8 n among you. 

bw» | Phil. iii. 17. Brethren, be 

J. followers together of me, and mark 

„ | them which walk ſo as you have us 

Por anexample. 

YE 1. Tim. iv. 12. Be 3 an 
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\ ample of the believers in word, in 
converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, 
in faith, in purity. _ 


„ I Pet. v. 3. Be examples to 
if the ock. 
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1 HAT an exemplary con- 
1 verſation was ever required 
8 in the diſpenſers of holy things 
N both under the old Teſtament 
and New, is apparent: the glo- 
rious veſtments of the old mi- 
niſtring Prieſts, the ſoundneſs 
and integrity of their perſon, 
without maim, imperfection, 
or blemiſn, Urim and Thum- 
mim, with many other orna- 
ments, though Kut des ty- 
pical- of Jeſus Chriſt, yet_did 
not obſcurely ſet out the pu- 
1 rity and holineſs required in 
8 the  adminiftrators themſelves, 
l | fl Kart . In the new, the 
1 1 ſhining 


— . ————— — eres OLI WY er Os > . RS ALE ED of ni 


old TeſtamentISom. ; 1. 17. and 


in  Pelliuſip. oy 5 9* 


ſhining of their light in all 
good works, Malib. v. 16. is 
eminently exacted; and this 
not only, that no offence be 
taken at the ways of God, and 
his worſhip by them admini- 
ſtred, as hath fallen out in the 


in the new, Phil. iii. 18, 19. but 
alſo that thoſe who are without 
may be convinced, 1 Tim. iii. 7. 
and the Churches directed in 
the practiſe of all the will and 
mind of God Dy. them revealed; 
as in the places cited. A 
Paſtor's life ſhould be vocal: 
Sermons mult. be actiſed, as 
well as ©4274 oi Though 
Noab's work- men built I N 
Ark, yet themſelves were 
drowned; God will not accept 
of the tongue, where the Devil 
hath the Soul. Jeſus did do 
and teach, Ads i. 1. If a 
man teach uprightly, and 
F +. © oe 


10 Rules of walking 
Walk crookedly, more will fall 
down in the night of his Life 
than he built in the day of his 
Doctrine. | 

Now as to the compleating 
of the exemplary life of a Mi- 
niſter, it is required, that the 
principle of it be that of the 
life of Chriſts in him, Gal. ii. 20. 
that when he hath taught 
others,” he be not himſelf a caſt- 
away, LCor. i Ix, 27. with which 
he hath a ſpiritual anderſtand- . 
ing, and light given him into 
the counſel] of God, which 
he is to communicate. 1 Fob. 
v. e. n. 12; 16,2 Gor.- 
iv, 6, 7. and that the courſe . 
of it be ſingular, Matth. v. 46. 
Like vi. 32. whereunto ſo many 
eminent qualifications of the 
Perſon and Duties of converſa- 
tion are required, 1 Tim. iii. 3, 
45 67 6. Sc. Titus i. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
and his aim to be exemplar 


FEE tO. 
4.4 


in Fellowſhip. 11 


tothe glory of Sd, 1 Tim, iv. 
12. ſo is their general courſe, 


and the end of their faith to 


be eyed. 


\ "Heb. xii, — 0d their fit 


ities, whilſt really. ſuch, and 
appearing thro the manifold 
temptarions whereunto they 
are in theſe days expoſed, or 


impoſed on them through the 


zeal; ef their adverſaries, that 
contend againſt them, to be co- 


vered with love, Gal. iv. 213 
and this men will do, when 
they conſcientiouſiy conſider, 
that even the lives of their 
teachers are an ordinance of 
God, for their relief under 


temptations, and provocation 


unto holineſs, zeal, meckneſs, 
and FI 3 
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on his behalf, for aſſiſtance and 
ſueceſs in the work ü müttell 
to him. 
Epheſ. vi. 1 3, 19. Pray al. 
ways with all prayer and ſup- 
plication in the ſpirit, for me, 
that utterance may he. given me, 
that I may open my mouth” boldly, 
to make known" the: miftery of 
the Goſpel, for. which Tam an 
Embaſſador. 2 Theſſ. iii. 1, 2. 
Brethren pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may run and be 
glorified, and that. we. may be de- 
Herd from the hands of unreaſon- 
able and wicked F 1 Theſſ. 
v. 25. Col. iv. 3. Prayi aying 
alſo for us, that God would open 
unto. us à door of utterance, uo 
5 ſpeak the miſtery of N Heb. | 
Kili. 18. 
Acts xii. 5. Prayer Was mide 


without ceaſing ef ib Church unto 
God. * af him. 


in Felt. 84 


s | as 
= |: "ve EXPLIC. ur 


| HE. greatneſs of the wes ; nn 
4 for which who is ſuffici- 8 
„ | ent? 2 Cor. ii. 16. The ſtrengtng 
„ of the oppoſition, which dies 1 
„ againſt it, 1 Cor. xvi. 9. Revel. 
f XIi. 12. 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4 3. the 
2 concernment of men's "ſouls. 
therein, As xx. 26, 27, 28. 
Heb. xiii. 7. 1 Tim. iv. 16. The 
conviction which is to be 
brought upon the world there- 
A by, _— 11. 5. 1 Cor. i. 2 
4 2 Cor. ili. 183. Its aim 
3 dene), grim glory of God 5 in 
7 | Chirſt,- call aloud for the moſt 
„ } effectual daily concarrence of 
the Saints in their ſupplica- 
tions for their ſupportment. 
2 That theſe. are to be for af- 
„ ſiſtance, encouragement, abili- 
| ties, ſucceſs, deliverance, and 
Es, 1 is proved in the 
5 | Rule. 
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14 Rules of walking 
Rule. As their Temptations 
are multiplyed, ſo ought pray- 
ers in their behalf, They have 
many curſes of men againſt 
them, Jer. XV. 10. it is hoped 
that God hears ſome Prayers 
for them; when many are not 
aſhamed, to reyile them in 
publick, ſome ought to be 
aſhamed not to remember 
them in private. 1 
Motives. 
1. The word will Joubleſs 
be effectual, when ability for 
its adminiſtration is a return of 
Prayers, Alls x. 30, 1 
2. The Miniſters failing is 
the peoples puniſhment, Att 
viii. IZ. Hann.. 
3. His prayers are continu- 
ally for the Church. 1/a, Ixit. 
7 80 Rom, 1. 9, &c. {3 180 
4. That for which he Klande 
in ſo much need of prayers is 
the Saints $900, and not pecu- 
21 larly. 


larly his own. Help bim who 


carries the burthen, 1 Tim. ili. 


8. Phil. 1 11. T7. Col. 1 I. 24. 


RU LE IV. 


Everential eſtimation of 
him, with ſubmiſſion un- 

to him for his works ſake.” 
1 Cor. iv. 1. Let a man fo 
account of us, as of the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, and Stewards of the 

miſteries of God. | 

1 Theil v. 12. And we: 5 


ſeech you Brethren, to not them 


which labour among you, and are 
over you in the Lord, and ad- 
moniſh you, Ver. 13. And to 
efteem them very highly in love for 
their works ſake. _ 

1 Tin. C. 17: : Lot the Elders 
ebay rule well, be counted' worthy 
of double. honour, eſpecially they 
who labour in the word and : 
Doctrine. 


1 Pet. 
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1 Pet. v. 5. Submit your fires 
to the Elders. 

Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that 


have the rule over you, and fub- 
mit your: ſelves.” | 


'EXPLIC. £4 


THE lp e& and eim 
tion here redulted'« iS. coil; ? 
the motive ſacred, ' whence the 
honour of the Minifter is the 
grace of the Church, and the 
regard to him a Goſpel Duty. 
acceptable to God in Chriſt: 
1 Tim. v. 17, honour and rever- 
enee is due only to eminency i in 
ſome kind or other; this is gi-- 
ven to paſtors, by their employ: 
ment; proved. by their Titles, 
they are called Angels, Revel. i. 
26. Heb. Xii. 22. Biſbo wh = or over- 
ſeers, Exek. ti. 1 As xx. 28. 
2 Cor. v. 20. nz 1 Cor. 
iw. 1. Tie. i. 7. Men o, God. 
8 | 1. Sam. 


e Fellowſhip. + 
1 Sam: ii. 27.1 Tim. vi. 11. Ru- 
lers, Heb. xiii. 2, 17. Lights, 
Matth. vi. 14. Salt, Matth. v. 
13, Fathers, 1 Cor. iv. 18. And 
by many more ſuch; like terms 
are they deſcribed; if under 
theſe notions the honour God 
as they ought, God will alfo: 
honour them as he hath. pro- 
miſed: And his people are in 
conſcience to eſteem'them high- 
ly for their works ſake; but if 
any of them be fallen Angels, 
9 ref down Stars, negligent 
Biſhops, treacherous ambaſſa- 
dors, lordly reveling Stewards, 
tyrannical or fooliſh Rulers, 
blind Guides, unfavory. falt, 
infariate Dogs, the Lord and 
his people ſhall abhor them, 
and cut them off in. a month, 
Lac. ; 5 ly 


. Dre 
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Aintenance for them and 
their Families, by the 
adminiſtration of earthly things 
ſuitable to the ſtate and condi- 
tion of the Churches is required 
from their Paſtors, © _ .. 
„ im. . 1 El- 
ders who rulewell be accounted wor- 
thy of double honour, eſpecially they 
_ who labour in the word and. dot3- 
rine. For the Scripture ſaith, 
Ipo ſhalt not muzzle the Ox that 
 treadeth out the corn, for the la- 
bourer is worthy of bis reward. 

Gal. vi. 6. Let him that is 
taught in the word, communicate 
to him that teacheth in all good 
things, Verl. 7. Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked, for what a 
man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap. 

1 Cor. ix. 7. Who goeth a 
warfare at any time at his own 
charges? Who planted a Vine- 
ard. and eateth not of the fruit 
thereof? 
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thereof? Who feedeth a flock, 
| and eateth not of the Milk of 
the flock ? verſe 9. I is writ- . 
ten in the Law of Moſes, Thou 

ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of 


the Ox that treadeth out the 
corn; dotb God take care for 


Oxen; verſe 10. Or ſaith be 
1 altogether for our ſakes? For 
our ſakes no doubt, this is writ- 


ten, that he that ploweth ſhould 
plow in hope, and he which 
threſheth in hope, ſhould be made 
partaker of his hope, verie 11. 
If we have ſown unto you ſpi- 
ritual things, it is a preat 
thing, if we ſhould reap your 
carnal ' things; verſe 13. Do 
not you know, that they which 
miniſter about holy things, live 


of the things of the Temple, and 


they that wait-at the Altar,.are 
partakers with the Altar, verſe 
14. Even ſo hath the Lord ap- 
pointed, that they which W 
the. 
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the Goſpel ſhould live of the 


Goſpel, Matth. x. 9, 10. Pro- 
vide neither gold, nor filver, nor 
braſs in your purſes; nor ſcrip 
for yoar journey, neither two coats, 


neitber ſhoes, noryet.ſtaves; for the 
Workman i is worthy of his meat. 


Add to theſe and the like 


| "its the Analogy. of. the. 
rimitive allowance in the 
Church of the Jews. 


II is a promiſe to the Church 


under the Goſpel, that Kings 


5 mould be her nurſing Fathers, 


and Queens her nurling Mo- 


thers, /a. xlix. 23. To ſuch 
it belongs principally to provide 
food and protection for thoſe 


committed to them; the fruit 
of this promiſe the Churches 
in many ages have enjoyed: 


Laws 


min Fellowſhip. 21 
Laws by ſupream and Kingly 
Power have been enacted; giv- 
ing portions and granting, 
Eo to Churches and 
their Paſtors. It is ſo in many 
places, in the days wherein we 
live; on this ground where 
equitable and righteous Laws 
have allowed a ſupportment 
int earthly things, to the Paſtors 
of Churches, ariſing from ſuch 
as may receive ſpiritual benefit 
by their labour in the Goſpel; 
it is thankfully to be accepted 
and embraced, as an iſſue of 
Gods providence for the good 
of his. Beſides, our Saviour 
warranteth his Diſciples to 
take and eat of their things, by . 
their conſent, to whomſoever 
the word is preached, Luke x. 
8. But it is not always thus; 
theſe things may ſometimes 
fail ; wherefore the continual 
CO and frequently the bur- 

den 
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den or rather labour of Love in 
Providing for the Paſtors, lies 


as in the rule, upon the Chur- 
ches themſelves, which they 


are to do in ſuch a manner as 
is, ſuitable to the condition 


wherein they are, and the in- 


- creale given them of God. 
This the whole in general, and 
each member in particular is 
obliged unto; for which they 
1 as Motives, 


. Gods appointment, as in 


he Texts cied; il; 

2. The neceſſity of it; e 
ſhall he go on warfare, if he 
be troubled about the neceſ- 
ſities of this life; they are to 
give themſelves wholly to the 


work of che Miniſtry, 1 77 im. 


WW. x. 


Other works had need to be 


done for them. | 
3. The equity of the duty; 
our Saviour with the Apoſtles 


Long 


1 


I Fehn. 2 
plead i it out from grounds of 
equity and juſtice, -and all kind 
of laws and rules of Righte- 
ouſneſs, among all ſorts of 
men, Matth. x. 10. 1 Cor. ix. 
10. Allowing proportionable 
rectitude in the way of recom- 
pence to it with the wages of 
the Labourer, -which to detain 
is a crying ſin, Fam. v. 4, 5. 
The wretched endeavours of 
men of corrupt minds, to rob 
and ſpoil them all, that by the 
providence of God, on any 
other account, they are righte- 
ouſly poſſeſſed of. 


RULE VI. 


DHERING to him, and 
| abiding by him in all trials 
and perſecutions for the word. 

2 Tim. iv. 16. At my firſt 
 anſewver no man ſtood with me, 
out all men forſook me, I pray 

. God 
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God that it may nos be leid to 
their charge. 6 
2 Tim. i. 16. be Lord ſhew. 
mercy tothe houſe of Oneſiphorus, 
For he oft refreſhed me aud was 
not aſbamed of my chains. Ver. 
17. But:when he was in Rome 
he, ſought. me out very diligently, F 
and found me, verſe" 18. The 
Lord grant - unto bim, that be 
may find mercy in that day z and 
in heto many things he nere b 
to m at- Epkeſen, Thom Eno 
very well. 


EXPLIC. v1. 


Common caule ſhoutd be 
carried on by common 
affiftance; that which con- 

cerneth all ſhould be ſupported yp 
by all; when perſecution ariſeth 
for the word ſake, generally 
it begins with the * 
1 Peter iv. 17, 18. the com- 
mon 


Ed. ̃ ᷑ -T᷑ü “*. pu AN aA . ,, ], 


* e . "= hk. Ad 
% 2 8 LI 
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mon way to ſcatter the Sheep, 
is by ſmititig the Shepherds, 
Churches ſake he is revegledang 


| Churches Duty to ſhare with 


his Enemy, who going on with * 


tliem all run away. 5 
tion laid hold of a Miniſter, but 
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perſecuted, 2 Tim. ii. 10. Col. i. 
; Fg — 4 * ＋ 4 5 — N f 
24. And therefore it is the 


him, and help to bear his bur- 

then. All the fault in ſcattering - 
Congregations, hath not been in 
Miniſters: The People ſtood * 
not by them in their trial; the 
Lord lay it not to their Charge. 
The Captain is betrayed, and 
forced to mean conditions with 


* 2 


affirance' of" being followed dy 
his Soldiers, looking back into 
the entrance of Danger, he finds 


* 2 


5 
iq 
1 

; 

10 

1 
» 

11 
1 
8 


ecu- 


ufually, ho ſooner had per 


R _ 
5 2 —— 


the People willingly received 
another: perhaps a Wolf inſtead 
of a Shepherd. Should a Wife 

T7 oY forſake 
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forſake her Huſband becauſe he 
is come in trouble for her ſake? 
When a known Duty in ſuch 
a relation is incumbent upon 
a Man, 1s the crime of a back- 


ſlider in ſpiritual things leſs ? 


Whilſt, a Paſtor lives, if he 


ſuffer for the truth, the Church 


cannot.. deſert bim, nor ceaſe 


the performance of all re- 


quired Duties, without hor- 


rid contempt of the . Ord1- 


nances: of | Jeſus. Chriſt. This 


is a Burden that is common! 
laid on tlie Shoulders of Mini- 


ſters, that for no cauſe whatſo- | 
ever they muſt. remove from 


their, Charge, when thoſe that 
lay it on will oftentimes freely 


leave them and their Mini- 
ſtry without LS Cauſe at 


. 


RULE 


J 
| 


— 


CN 
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RUL E vn. 


(Jeng together in the 


Aſſembly upon his Ap- 


pointment, with theirs joined 
with him. 


Acts xiv. 27. When they were 
come, and had gathered the Church 


together. 
Theſe are ſome of the beide : 


wherein the . Churches Duty 


conſiſteth towards him or them 


that are ſet over it in the Lord, 
by-all means giving them en- 


couragement to the work, ſay- 
ing allo unto them, 7. ub heed. 
to the miniſtry you have received, 
that you fulfil it in the Lord, | 
Col. iv. 17. For what concern- 
eth other Officers, may eaſily 


be deduced hence by Analogy 
and Proportion. 8 
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2 Rules of walks 
Rules to be obſerved by thoſe who 
walk in Fellowſhip,. and con- 


* fidered to fiir up their Remem- 
brance in thiugs of mutual 


Duty one towards another, 
which conſiſteth in, 


N 


Ffectionate ſincere love in 
: all things, without diſſi- 
mulation towards one another, 
like that, which Chriſt bare . 
his Church. a 


John xv. 12 This is my cam- 


mandment, that. ye love one ano- 


ther, as I have loved you. 

John x11. 34. A new command- 
ment I give unto you, that. ye love 
one another, as I have loved you, 
that ye alſo love one another. Verſe. 
35. By this ſhall. all men know. 
that you are my Diſciples, if ye 
have love to one another, 

Ram. xili. 8. Owe nothing to 

| any 


dg, wa % & i 
wp , £ 


in Fellowſhip. 29 
any man, but to love one another , 


le that lovethb another Fulſtreth 
the Lew. 


Eph. v. 2. walk in love as 


Chriſt alſo bath loved us. 


1 Thel. iii. 12. The Lord malte 
you to encreaſe and abound in Love 
one towards another. 

1 Theſ. iv. 9. Your ſelves are 
taught of God to love one an- 

other. 

Pet. i. 22. Seeing ye have pu- 
rified your Souls in obeying the 
truth through the Spirit, unto 
unfeigned Love of the Brethren ſec 
that you love one another, with a 
pure Heart fervently; _ 

1 John iv. 21. And this com- 
mandment we have from him, that 
he that loveth God, do Love his 
Brether elſo. 

Rom. Xii. 10. Be kindly affec- 
tionated one to another i in protherl 
Love.. 
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30 Nu of walking 
EX PLSEC. . 
Ove is the fountain of all 
Duties, towards God and 


Man, Meazth. xxil. 3,7. the ſub- 
ſtance of al Rules that concern 


the Saints; the bond of commu - 


nion; the fulbling of the Law; 


Rem. X11. 8, 9, 10. the advance- 


ment of the honour of the Lord 
Jeſus, and the glory of the Gol- 


pel. The Primitive Chriſtians 
had a proverbial Speech, recei- 


ved, as they ſaid, from Chriſt ; 


Never rejoice but when thou 
*« ſeeſt thy Brother in love;” and 


it was common among the Hea- 


thens concerning them, © fee 
how they love one another,” 
from their readineſs for the ac- 


compliſhment of that royal pre- 


cept of laying down their Lives 
for the Brethren ; its the foun- 


tain, rule, ſcope, aim, and fruit 


of Goſpe]-Communion : And 


of no one thing of preſent per- 


for- 


In Fellowſhip. 13 31. 


formance, is the Doctrine of 


the Lord Jeſus more eximious, 


and eminent above all other 
directions than in this, of mutu- 
al, intenſe, affectionate Love a- 
mongſt his followers, for which 


he gives them innumerable pre- 
cepts, Exhortations, and Mo- 


tives, but above all his own hea- 
venly Example: to treat of love 
in its Cauſes, Nature, Subject, 
Fruits, Effects, Tendency, Emi- 
nency and Exaltation, or, but 
to repeat the places of Scripture | 


wherein theſe things are menti- 


oned, would not ſuit with our 
preſent Intention; only it may 
be plainly affirmed, that if there 
were no cauſe beſides, of Refor- 


mation and walking in Fellow- 
ſhip; but this one, that thereby 


the power and practice of this 
Grace, ſhamefully to the diſho- 
nour of Chirſt and his Goſpel, 


oſt amongſt thoſe Who call 


C4 them 
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themſelves Chriſtians might be 


recovered, it were abundantly 
enough to give Encouragement 
for the undertaking of it, not- 


withſtanding any Oppoſitions ; 5 


now this love! 1s a ſpiritual grace, 
wrought by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Gal. v. 22. in the hearts of be- 
lievers, 1 Pet. i. 22. whereby 


their Souls are carried out, 12 heſ. 


ii. 8. to ſeek the good of the chil- 


dren of God, as ſuch, Phi. v. Eph. Z 


1. 15. Heb. Xiil. 11. uniting the 
heart unto the Object ſo beloved, 
attended with joy, delight, and 


complacency in their good Re. 


motives unto love, and the 
groundsof its inforcement from, 


1. The commandof God, and 


natureofthe wholelaw, whereof 


love is the accompliſhment, Lev. 
x ix. 34. Mat. xix. 19. Rom. X111. 
9. 10. 

2. The eternal peculiar, diſtin- 


guiſhing; fruitful love of God 
towards Believers, and the end 


* * 


15 Pellnwſbip. | 33” 


aimed therein by him, Exe xvi. 
8. Deut. vii. 8. 0b. Xxxiii. 3. Zepb. 
ili. 17. Rom. v. 8. Eph. i. 4 


The intenſe inexpretible 


love of Jeſus Chriſt, in his whole 
humiliation and lying down his- 


Life for us, expretily propoled 
as an exam Þ) e unto us, Cant. iii. 
10. John xv. 13. Epbe. . 
4. The eminent renewal of the 
old commandment of love, with 
ſuch new inforcements that it is 
called a new commandment, and 
peculiarly the Law of Chriſt; 
r xili. $4, 15, 12. 1 7% iv. 
9, 2. TI. . > 
g. The ſtate and condition ofthe 

perſons between whom this duty 
is naturally to be exerciſed, as 

1. Children of one Father, 


Matth. xxiii. 8. . 


2. Members of one Body, 
1 Cor. xii. 12, 13. 


3. Partakers of che⸗ fame 
hope, Epbe. iv. 4. i 
O 5 4. Ob 
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4. Objects of the ſame hate 
of the world, 1 John iii. 13. 
. TAE Eminency of, this 
Grace, 
1. Init 'sſelf, and . 
Col. ü. 2. 1 John iv. 7. 1 Cor. 13. 
2. In it's uſefulneſs; Pro. x. 12. 
ch. xv. 17.1 Gal. v. 1 3. Heb. iii. 1. 
3. In it's acceptance with ſelf⸗ 
pleaſi ing, Epbe. i. 15. Pſal. v 
1 Cor. xiii. 

7. The impoſlibility of per- 
forming any other duty with- 
out it. Gal. v. 6. 1 Thef. i. 3. 
John iv. 20. 5 | 

$. The great fin of want of 
love, with all it's aggravations, 
Mat. xxiv. 12. 1 John iii. 14415. 
and the like, are ſo many, and 
of ſuch various conſideration as 
not now to be inſiſted on. 


Love which is the bond of 


Communion, maketh out it 


ſelf, and is peculiarly exerciſed 
in theſe things iolloging: 5 
| RU LE 


Ontinual Prayer for the 
proſperous ſtate of the 


CTFurch in n. Protektion 
towards it. | 


Pal. cxxii. 6. Proy far the 


Peace of Feruſalem, they Mall caſt ye 
per that love thee, N 


Phil. i. 4. Always in every 


prayer of mine, for you all, mæ- 


king requeſt with joy. Ver. v. for 


your Fellowfhip'in' the Goſpel from 


the firſt day until now. 
Rom. i. 9. ' Without ceafi Gig [ 
make mention Li In all in my 


2 


Acts xii. 5. Peter 750 2 | 
in Priſon, but Prayer was made 
without ceaſing, of the: Church, 
unto God for bim. 

. » Va. Ix1i. 6. Ye that make men- 
tion of the Lord keep not Silence : 
Verſe 7. And give him: no 

: "ol 


& 
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reſt till he eſtabliſh, and till be 
make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the 
Earth. 
Epheſ. vi. 18. Praying always 
with all prayer and ſupplication in 
the ſpirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perſeverance and Japphi- 
cation for all ſaints. | 
Col. iv. 12. Epaphras who 1 
one of you, a ſervant of Chriſt, 
ſaluteth you, alwæys labouring 
fervently far you in prayers, that. 
you may ſtand perfect and compleat 
in all the with of God. 


XPL 10. | 11. 


Rayer, as it is the great en- 
gine whereby to prevail 
with the Almighty, 7. xlv. ir. 
ſo it is the ſure refuge of the 
Saints at all times, both in their 
ayn behalf, P/al. li. 2. and al- 
ſo of others, As xii. 4. it is a 
benefit which the pooreſt be- 
liever . 


in Fellewhip. 99 


liever may beſtow, and the 


greateſt Potentate hath no power 
to refuſe; this is the beaten 
way of the Souls communion 


with God, for which the Saints 


have many gracious promiſes 


of aſſiſtance. Zach. xii. 10. 


Rom. viii. 26. Innumerable 
precepts for performance, Matt. 
vii. 7. 1 Theſ. v. 17. 1 Tim. ii. 8. 


with encouragement thereunto, 


Ja. i. 5. Luke xi. 9. with pre- 


cious promiſes of acceptance, 


Matt. xxi. 22. Jo. xvi. 24. Pf. 


li. 13. By all which, and di- 


vers other ways, the Lord 
hath abundantly teſtified his 
Delight in this Sacrifice of his 


Fc. of Now. as. the Saints 1 


are bound to pray for all men 
of what ſort ſoever, 1 Tim. ii. 
I, 2. unleſs they are ſuch as 
fin unto Death, 1 John v. 16. 
yea for their Perſecutors, Mat. v. 


46 and them that hold them 


in 
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in bondage, Jer. xxix. 7. ſo moſt 
| eſpecially tor all Saints, 1 Pþz/. 
4. and pecuharly for thoſe 

with whom they are in Fellow- 
 thip, Col. iv. 12. The Lord ha- 
ving promiſed, that upon every 
dwelling- place, and all the af- 
ſemblies of Mount Sion, that 
there ſhall be a cloud of ſmoke 
by day, and ſhining of a fla- 
ming fire by night, "Ia. iv. 5. 
it is every ones duty to. pray for 
its accompliſhment z he is not 
worthy of the privileges of the 
Church, who continues not 
in Prayer, for a defence upon 
that glory: Prayer then for the 
Good, Proſperity, Flouriſhing, 
Peace, Increaſe, Edification, and 
Protection of the Church is a 
duty every day required of all 
on Members thereof. 

- Eſtimation. of the Ordi- 
nances. 

Concernment of God's 
Glory, 2. The 


; Chꝛriſt. 1 . 
Intereſt. 


Command, are ſufficient Mo- 
8 tives hereunto. 


dy doing and ſuffering for the 


nour, liberty, and privileges 


Faith bich vas once Kl vered 
to the Saints. 
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3. The Honour of Jeſus 
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RULE: 1 
ARNEST ſtriring oth con- 


tending in all lawful ways, 


* I 
CC RL In. 
— 


purity of the Ordinances, ho- 


F 


of the Congregation being 
jointly aſſiſtant againſt Oppoſers 
and common Adverfſaries. = 

Jude iii. And exhort you, that 
ye ſhould earneſtly contend ſor the 


Heb. xu. 3. For co ne him 
that endureth 2 contradictious 


GY 85 nner& againſt * imſelf, „ leaſt 
ye 
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he be wearied and faint in your 
Minas. verle 4. ye have not 
reſiſted unto Blood, young again 
Sas. 
1 John iii. 15. Hereby perceive 
we the. love of: God, becauſe he 
laid down his Life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our Lives for 
the Brethren.” _ © 

Gal. v. 1 Stand faſt therefore 
in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath mad us free, and be not 
intangled again with the oke = 
Bondage. © 
Verſe 13. For! bree 5e 
have been called unto Liberty. © 
1 Cor vii. 23. Ye are bought. 
with a Price, be ye not the Ser- 
vanto f Men. 

Cant. vi. 4. T bor art beautiful, A 
Oo Love, terxible as an Army 
with Banners. 

1 Peter iii. 15. Be ready al- 

Ways 4 give an Anſwer to every 
man that * the 
e 


| in F. ellowſhrp. *&T 
Zope that is in you, with Meckneſs 
and Fear. | 


'EXPLIC., 2 


|. THE former Rule concerned 
| | our dealing with God, in 
the behalf of the Church, this 
our dealing with Men, to the 
right performance hereof many 
things are required; as | 
.. Diligent labouring in the 
W Ks with fervent Prayer, to 
acquaint ourſelves with the 
Mind and Will of God, con- 
cerning the way of Worſbip 
which we profeſs, and the 
Rules of walking, which we 
deſire to practiſe, that ſo we 
may be able to give an account 
to humble Enquirers, and ſtop 
the mouths of ſtubborn Oppo- 
ſers; according to our know- 
ledge, ſuch will be our valuati- 
on of the Ordinances we enjoy; 


a 5 


— — 


* 3; 

* 

i 
* 
{ 

} 
L 
[] 

1 

4 

j 
C. 

f I. 
% * 
2 42 
[7 
+ 

1 
4 
* "* 
l 

* 
- 
4 
4 
Te. v 
Y 
- at 
7 * 
. 
1 * 
1 
I 
* 
U 1 
1 | + 
ki 
* 
* 
\ 
SR 
* 

Tot 
.* 
"7 
"24 
7% 

4 
* 
4 -S 
j 
9 
8 
Yo 
. 
4 
* 
52 
5 
1 
5 
1 . 
0 
j 
HS 
1 
2 
1 
7 
1 
1 
7. 
x 
2 
7 
4 
(1 1 M 
CY &: 
7 1 
. ? 
FAY . 
1 
2 AT - 
0 
F: 3% 


7 > : 
=. x : 
19 * 

4x 'F 

+ : 
«© ' 
q i : 

„ 

1 


2 Rules of walking 


A man will not contend unleſs 


he knows his Title. 
2. An eſtimation of all the 
aſperfions caſt on, and injuries 


done to the Church to he 
"Chriſt's, and alſo our own Chriſt 


' wounded through the ſides of 
his Servants, and his way; 
and if we are of his, though 
the blow light not immediately 
on us we are.not without pain ; 
all ſuch reproaches and re- 
bukes fall on us. | 

3. Juſt vindication of the 
Church againft Calumnies and 
falſe Imputations; - who can 


endure to hear his Parents in 
the Fleſh falſly traduced: And 


hall we be Senſeleſs of her 1e- 


Proaches who bears us unto 


"Chriſt? 0 5 


4. Joint Refuſal of Sub- 


jection, with all Goſpel- oppo- 
fition to any Perſon or things 
who contray to, or beſides 


the 


„„ . A hank "a 


OO. e a MT .: 


— 


—2 od od bas © 
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the Word, under what name 
ſoever, do labour for power 
over the Church; to the abridg- 
ing of it, of any of thoſe liber- 
ties and Privileges, which It 
claimeth as a part of the Pur- 


chaſe of Chriſt, to them that 
would enthral us, we are not to 


give Pages no not for an hour. 


RULE Iv. 


EDULOUs care and en- 


deavouring for the preſer- 


A of Unity, both in par- 
ticular and in- general. 


Phil ii. t. If there be e 
any conſolation in Chriſt, if any 


comfort cf love, if any fellauſbip 


of the ſpirit, if any Bowls, and 


Moercies; verſe 2. Fullfl ye my 
Joy, that ye be Tike minded, 


having the ſame love, being of 
one accord, one mind, verſe 3. 
Let nothing be done through ſtrife 


or 
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ar ain glory, but in lowlineſs' of 
Mind, let each, eſteem 0thers bets er 
than tbemſelves. 


Epheſ. iv. 3. Endeavouring to 


| keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace. verſe 4. There is 


one Body and one Spirit, &c. 
1. Cor. i. 10. Now I beſeech you 


| brethren, by the Nameof our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeck the 
fame thing, and that there be no 
diviſions among you, but that ye be 


perfettly joined together in the ſame 


mind and in the ſome N 
2 Cor. xiii. 11. Be pe, fect, le 


of- good comfort, be ef one Mind, 


live in peace, and the God of love 
and peace ſhall be with y 
Rom. xiy. 19. Let us there- 
fore follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things where- 
with one may edify another. 


Rom. xv: 5. New the God of 


patience and conſolation grant you 
to be like minded one towards 


another, &c. r 


py eee, 45 


x Cor. vi. 5. It is 5 that a 


there is not a <wiſe man amongſt 


wr * 


you no not one that ſhall be able 


judge between his"brethren, 


heart and one ſoul... 
EXPLIC. W. 


duty of the Saints in the Goſpel, 


VION is the 1 main aim and 
moſt proper fruit of love, 
neither is there any thing, or 


55 brother 'goeth 10 law with © 
brether : New therefore there is 
b a fault among you. 

Acts iv. 32. And the multitude 
of them that believed were'of. one 


preſied with more carneſtneſs, _ 
and vehemency of Exhortation, 
than this. Now Unity is three- 
fold, firſt, purely ſpiritual, by 


the. Participation of the ſame. 


Spirit of Grace; communication 


condition 


in the ſame Chriſt, one head to 
all. This we have with all the 
Saints in the World, in what 
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condition ſoever they be; yea, 


with thoſe that are departed 
fitting don in the Kingdom of 


Heaven, with Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob. Secondly, Eccleſi- 


aſtical or Church-communion; 
in the participation of Ordinan- 


ces, according to the order of 


the Goſpel: This is a fruit and 


branch of the former; oppoſed 


to ſchiſm, diviſions, rents, evil 


ſurmiſings, ſelf. practices, cauſe- 


leſs differences in judgment in 
ſpiritual things concerning the 


Kingdom of Chriſt, with what- 
ſoever alſo goeth off from cloſe- 


neſs -of affection, oneneſs of 


mind, conſent in judgment to 
the form of wholeſome words, 
conformity of practice to the 
Rule: and this is that which in 


the Churches, and among them, 


is ſo earneſtiy preſſed, com- 
manded, deſired, as the glory of 
C hriſt, the honour of the Goſpel, 


the 


77H eee. 


"TY 
the joy and crown of the Saints. 
T hirdly, civil unity, or an 
agreement in things of this life, | 
not contending with them, nor 
about them, every one ſeeking. 
the welfare of each other. Stri- . 

 ving is unſeemly for Brethren ' 
why ſhould they contend about ; 

the World who ſhall jointly | 
judge the World? _ | 
Motives to the preſervation | 
of both theſe, are 

| 1. The remarkable earneſt- 

| neſs of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
in their. prayers for, and pre- 
cepts of this Duty. 

2. The certain diſhonour to 
the Lord Jeſus, all to the Goſ- 
pel, ruin to the Churches, ſhame 

4+ and ſorrow to the Saints, that 
the neglect of it is accompanied 
withal, Gal. v. 15. | 

The gracious iſſues, and 
pet: ſweet heavenly Conſolation, 
which attendeth a right obſer- 

. vance of chem. 4. The 


* & —_ 


48 

4 The many fearful aggra- 
vations wherewith the fit of : 
renting the Body of Chriſt, is 
attended. ; 


8 of 222 


5. The ſad contempt and pro- 


fandtion of ordinances, which 
want of this hath brought upon 
manyChutches, for a right per- 


N of this Duty, we muſt, 


, Labour by Prayer ahd 


F ro to have our Hearts and 


Spirits thoroughly ſeaſonedwith 
that affectionate love, which 
our firſt Rule requireth. 
2. Carefully obſerve in our- 
ſelves or others; the firſt begin- 
nings of ſtrife, which are as the 
lerting out of Waters, and if not 
prevented will 'make a breach 


like the Tea. 


3. Sedulouſly apply our ſelves 


84 


to the removal of the firſt ap- 


pearance of diviſion; and in 
caſe of not prevailing, to con- 
ſult the Church. 


45 Day | 
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Eparation and Sequeſtration 
8 from the world and men f 
the world, with all ways of falſe 


ly a People dwelling alone, 


in Fellouſbißp. 49 

4. Daily to ſtrike at the root 
of all diſſention, by labouring 
for univerſal Conformity to 


Jeſus Chriſt. 
. 


worſhip, until we be apparent- 


not reckoned among the Na- 
tions. : 
Num. XXitl. 9, Lo the People 
ſhall dwell alone, and ſhall not be 
reckoned among the Nations. | 
John xv. 19. Ye cre not of the 
World, but 1 have choſen you out . 
» of the World, therefore the World 
hateth you. 
2 Cor. vi. 14. Be not at 
ly yoked with unbelievers, for 


what fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs 


with unrighteouſneſs ? and what 
communication hath light with 
| | D BR  - 
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aarkneſs. Verſe 15. And what 
concord hath Chriſt with Belial, 
or what part hath he that believ- 
eth with an Infidel, and what 
agreement hath the. Temple of 
God with Idols, for ye are the 
Temple of the living God? Ver. 17. 
Ii herefore come out from among 
them, faith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing, and [ will 
receive you : Verle 19. and will be 


a Father unto you, and you ſhall be 


my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the 
Lord Almighty. 


Eph.v. 8. Walk as Children of | 
light. Verſe 11. And bave no fel- 


locoſbip with the unfruitful works, 
of Darkneſs. 

2 Tim. iii. 5. Having a form 
of godline/s, but denying the 
Power thereof; From fuch turn 
away. 

Hoſea iv. 15. Though thou 
Iſrael play the [larlot, yet let not 
Judah fend, and come mot Gig K 

G1 ga 


7 
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Gilgal, neither go ye up to Beth- 
aven. 

Rev. xviti. 4. Come out of her 
my People that ye be not Par- 
q takers of her Sins, and that ye pur. 
; take not of her plagues. | 
Prov. xiv. 7. Go from the pre- 
i ſence of a a fooliſh man when thou 
> | perceiveſt not in him the lips of : 
7 || Knowledge. | 


F EXP I. I C. II. 
e Eparation generally hears ill 
in the World, and yet there 
of is a Separation ſuitable to the 
mind of God; he that will not 
ts "| A1eparate from the World and 
„ f 
falſe-worſhip, is ſeparate from [| 
m | Chriſt: | 
he | Now 'the Separation here | 
rn | commanded from any Perſons, | 
is not in reſpect of natural Aﬀec- | 
ou tions, nor ſpiritual care of the | | 


ot | good of their Souls, Rom. ix. 3. | 
to nor yet in reſpect of duties of i 
al, | D 2 Re. - i 
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Relation, 1 Cor. vii. 13. nor yet in 
offices of love and civil con- 
verſe, 1 Cor. v. 10. 1 THeſ. iv. 12. 
much leſs in not ſeeking their 
good and proſperity, 1 Tim. ii. 
|| 11, or not communicating 
good things unto them, Gal. vi. 
10. or living profitably and 
peaccably with them, Rom. Xii. 
18. but in 1. Manner of walk - 
ing and converſation, Rom. Xii. 
% 1%, 14; 9:2: 
Delightful converſe and fami- 
liarity where enmity and oppo- 
| fition 8 Epbeſ. v. 3, 4. 
* 7, N 00% 11. 3. In way 
Worſhip and Ordinances 
Y Fellowſhip, Rev. xviii. 4. 
Not running out into the 
A ame compaſs of exceſs. and 
_ riot with them, in any thing; 
for theſe three and the like com- 
mands and diſcoveries of the 
willof God, are moſt expreſs; as 
in the places annexed to the rule, 
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in Fellowſhip. FJ 
neceſſity, abundantly, urgent ; 
ſpiritual profit and edification, no 
leſs requiring it. Cauſleſs ſepa- 
ration from eſtabliſhed Church- 
es, walking according to the 
order of the Goſpel, (though 
Perhaps failing in the practice 
of ſome things of ſmali con- 
cernment) is no ſmall ſin: but 
ſeparation from the finful prac- 
tiſes and diſorderly walkinge, 
and falſe unwarranted ways of 
worſhip in any, is to fulfil the 
precept of not partak ing in 0+ 
ther mens ſins; to delight in the 
company, fellow hip, ſociety 
and converſe of unſavory dil- 
orderly Perions, proclaims a 
pirit not indeared to Chriſt. 
Let Motives hereunto be, 
i. God's command. 
2. Cur own preſervation 


from fin, and protection from 1 
I puniſhment, that with others | 
we be not infected and plagued. 

D 3 2. Chriſt 
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3. Chriſt's delight in the Pu- 
rity of his Ordinances, 
4. His diſtinguiſhing love to 


his Saints: provided, that in the 


practiſe of this Rule, abundance 


of Meekneſs, Patience, Gentle- 


neſs, Wiſdom; and Fendernels 
be exerciſed : let no offence be 
given juſtly to any. 


= U LE VI. 
"*Requent ſpiritual Commu- 
nication, for Edification 
according to Gifts received. 


feared the Lord, fpake often one 


him, for them that feared the Lord, 


aud thought upon his Name. 


Job. tt. 11. New when Job's 


three Friends heard of all this Evil 


that was come upon him, they 


Mal. iii. 16. Then they that 


is another, and the Lord heart- 
wed and heard it, and a Book of 


remembrance was written before 


cams every one from his own place, 
3 a . | b NR 3 far 


in Fellowſhip. ks 


for they that had made an appoini- 


ment together, to came to mourn 
with him and to comfort him. 
Epheſ. iv. 39. Let no corrupt 


4 Cnc proceed out of your 
| Meuth, but that which is good to 


the uſe of edifying, that it may ad- 


miniſter grace to the Hearers. 


Col. iv. 6. Let your Speech be 
always with Grace, ſeaſoned with 
Salt, that you may Know how to 
anſwer every man. 


| Eph. v. 4. Neither filthineſs nor 
fooliſh taking, nor jeſting, which 


are not convenient, but rather gin 


ving of Thanks 
1 Theſ. v. 11. Wherefore com- 


F614 fort your ſelves together, and edi- 


> fie one another, as alſo ye do. 


Heb. iii. 12. Exhort one another 
daily whilſt it is called to day, leſt 
any of you be hardened 1 the 
geceitfulneſs of Sin. 

Jude xx. Building up your 


ſelves in your moſt holy Faith, 
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58 Nes Of walking 
praying in the Holy Ghoſt. 


Heb. x. 24, 25. Let us 57 0 
one another, to provoke unto lov 


cad good. works : Not 7 
the offembling F our ſelves toge- 


ther, as the manner of ſeme; but 
exhorting one another, and ſo much 


ite mere, as you fee the day ap- 


preaching. 
Acts xviii. 12. Whom when 
Aquila end Priſcilla Had heard, 
* tcek him unto them, and ex- 
unded unto bim the way of Ged 

more perſeltiꝙ. 

1 Cor. xii. 9. For the manife(- 
tation of the ſpirit is given to eve- 
ry man to profit withal. 


EAT in 
Hat men not ſolemnly cal- 
led and ſet a part to the of- 
fice of publi ck teaching, may yet 
be endued with uſeful gifts for 
edification, was before declared; 
the not: uſing of iuch Gifts in 
an 


c 
1 


Fa 
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an orderly way, according to 


the rule and cuſtom of "the - 


Churches, is to Napkin up the 
rælent given to trade and profit 
withal ; that every man ought 
to labour that he may walk 
and dwell in Knowledge, in his 
family, none doubts; that we 
ſhould alſo labour to do fo in 
the Church or Family, of God, is 
no leſs apparent. 

This the Scriptures annexed 
to the rule, declare, which, in 


an eſpecial manner hold our 


prayer, exhortation, inſtruction 
from the Word, and conlolati- 
on; now the performance of 
this duty of mutual edification 
is incumbent on the Saints. 

1. Ordinarily, Ephef. iv. 29. 
chap.v.3,5. Heb. iii. 13. behevers 
in their ordinary daily converſe 
ought to be continually making 
mention of the Lord; with fa- 
voury diſcourſes tending to 
D 5 edifica- 
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edification, and not waſte their 


Opportunities, with fooltfh, 
light, frothy ſpeeches that are 


not convenient. 


2. Occaſionally, Luke e 


14. Mal. iii. 1. 6. If any thing 


of weight and concernment to 


the Church be brought forth by 
Providence, aſpiritual Improve - 


ment of it, by,a due conſidera- | 


tion amongſt Believers, | 15 re- 
quired. 

3. By aſſembling of more to- 
gether by. appointment, for 


pr ayer and inſtruction from the 


ord, Act. xviii. 23. Acl. xii. 12. 


Job. ii. 11. Epbeſ. v. 19. James v. 


16. Jude xx. 1 The. xpv. 14. This 
being a ſpecial Ordinance and 


Appointment of God, for the 
 increafing of Knowledge, Love, 
Charity, Experience, and the 


improving of Gifts received; 
eyery one contributing to the 


building of the Tabernacle, let 


then 
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then all vain communication 


be far away: The time is ſhort 


and the days are evil; let it ſuf- 
fice us, that we have neglected 


ſo many precious opportunities 


of growing in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and do- 
ing good to one another let 
the Remainder of our few and 
evil days be ſpent in living to 
him who died for us; be not 
conformed to this World, nor 
the Men thereof. 


RULE VIII. 
Utually to bear with each 
others1nfirmities, Weak- 
neſs, Tenderneſs, Failings, in 
Meeknels, Patience, Pity, and 
with aſſiſtance. _ : 
Eph. iv. 32. Be ye kind one to 
another, . tender - hearted, forgi-.- 


_ ving one another, even as God for 


Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven you. 
Mar, Xvlii. 21. Then came Peter 


> 
WY 


a d ; — — wy e — 
— m 0 „„ — 


3 9 oy 2 oo 2 2 . r 3 
C ä 
Re 2 : 6— | 

p * * * 2 2 _ > cgi _ 70 bY 
— — — * 8 40 * 


M 


Yr 


F%. N = 1 == _ Fs 
OE Et TIE 
ö 7 . _ bag" +> 


\ f TERS 3 
a n 


icalion. 


wy 2 ar Ow 


ts Lim, and ſaid, hcw oft fhall my 
trother fin againſt me, and I for- 
give him, ver. 22, Jeſus /aid un- 
lo him, I ſay not unto thee, ſeven 
times, but until ſeventy times ſeven. 
Mark x1. 25. And when you 
fland praying, forgive, if you Have 
cught againſt any, that your Father 
which is alſo in Heaven may for- 
give your treſpaſſes. v. 26. And 
if you do not forgive, neither will 
your Father which is in Heaven 
forgive you your trefpaſſes. 

Rom. xiv. 13. Let us not there- 
fore judge one another any more 
but judge this rather, that noman 
put a ſtumbling block, or an occa- 


fon to fall in PS brothers way; 


lee VET. 3. 4. 
Rom. xv. I. Me then that are 


frong ought to bear the infirmities 


of the weak, and not to pleaſe our 


ſelves. ver. 2. let every one pleaſe 


his neighbour, for the goed of edi- 


Dor. 


3 =o By * 
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1 Cor. xiii. 4. Charity ſaſtereih 
long, and is kind; Cherity eavieth 
not, Charity is not fo rafh, it is 


not puffed up. ver. 5. Doth nit 


behave it ſelf unfeemly, is not egſj-. 


ly proveked, thinketh no evil, ver. 
6. Rejoyceth not in Iniquiiy, but 
rejoyceth in the truth. v. 7. Bea- 
reth all things, belicveth all things, 
hopeth all things, enduret all 


Things. 


Gal. vi. 1. Brethren, F a man 
be taken in a fault, ye which are 
ſpiritual reſtore ſuch an one in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs, v. 2. conider- 
ing thy ſelf leſs thou alſo be 


| tempted. 


Col. iii. 12. Pat on therefore 
Cas the El:& of God, Holy and 
beloved) bowels of Mercy, Kind- 
neſs, Hambleneſs of Mind, Meek- 


neſs, long-ſuffering, v. 13. For- 


bearing one another, and forgi- 
ving one another, if any man have 
a quarrel againſt any; even as 


Chriſt 
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as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do 
Fe, verſ. 14. And above all theſe 


things put on Charity, which is 
the bond of Perfection. 


F 
T is the glory of God to co- 


vera matter, Prov. xxv. 2. free 


Pardon is the ſubſtance of the 


Goſpel; the work of God in 


Perfection, Eſa lv. propoſed to 


us for imitation, Math. xviii. 26. 
27, 28. Whilſt we are cloathed 
with fleſh we do all things im- 
perfectly; freedom from Fail- 


ings is a fruit of glory: we ſee 


here darkly as in a Glaſs; know 


but in part, in many things we 


offend all: who knoweth how 


often? mutual failings to be born 
with, offences to be pardoned, 


weakneſs to be ſupported, may 


mind us in theſe Pence, of the 
Talents forgiven. us: Let him 
4 that 


- 
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that is without fault throw. 


Stones at others: Some Men 
rejoice in others Failings: they 


are malicious, and fail more in 


that ſinful Joy than there Bre- 


thren in that which they re- 


joice at. Some are angry at 


Weakneſſes and Infirmities. 

They are Proud and conceited; 

not conſidering that they them- 
ſeves are alſo in the fleſh. Some 
delight to dwell always upon a 
Frailty; they deſerve to find 
no Charity in the like kind; 
for Injuries who almoſt can 

bear until ſeven times: Peter 
thought it much. Some more 
ſtudy Revenge than Pardon: 
ſome Pretend to forgive, but yet 
every ſlight. Offence makes a. 
continued alienation of Aﬀec- 


tions and ſeparation of Converſe: - 


Some will carry a ſmooth face 
over a rough Heart. Chriſt is in 
none of theſe ways; they have 

no 
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64 Rules of walking 
no favour of the Goſpel; meek- 
neſs, patience, forbearance, and 
forgiveneſs, hiding, covering, 
removing the offences, are he 
ioot-ſteps of Chriſt; ſeeſt thou 
thy Brother fail, pity him; 


doth he continue in i it, 3 
Pray for him, admoniſh him? 


cannot another ſin but you muſt 
fin too? If you be angry, vex- 
cd, rejoiced, alienated from, 

you are partner with him in evil 


inſtead of helping him. Sup- 


poſe thy God ſhould be angry 
every time thou giveſt cauſe, 
and ſtrike every time thou pro- 
vokeſt him : When thy bro- 


ther offendeth thee, do but ſtay 


thy heart, until thou takeſt a 
faithful view of the patience 
and forbearance of God toward 
thee; and then conſider hrs 
command to thee, to go and 
do likewiſe : Let then all ten- 


derneſs of affection, and bowels 
of 


* 4 [ 


R 
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of compaſſion towards one au- 
other, be put on amongſt us, 


as becometh Saints. Let pity, 


not envy, Mercy, not malice, 
patience, not paſſion; Chriſt, 
not fleſh; Grace, not nature; 
pardon, not ſpite or revenge, 
be our guides and companions 
In our converſations, 
Wers hereunto are. 
God's infinite Mercy, Pa- 
47 Forbearence, Long: ſuf- 


fering, and free grace coward | 


us, paring, pardoning, pitying, 
bearing with our innumerable, 
daily, how rly tailings and pro- 
vocations; eſpecially all this 
being propoſed for our imita— 
tion, in our meaſure, Matth. x 
2 

2. The goodneſs, unweari- 


ed and b able love of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, putting in 
every day for us; not cealing to 


plead in our behalf, not ewith- 


ſtanding 


| 
| 
| 
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ſtanding our continual backſli- 
ding. 1 John ii. 1, 2. 

3. The Experience which our 
own Hearts have of the need 
wherein we ſtand of others Pa- 
tience, Forbearance, and Par- 
don, Eccleſ vii. 20, 22. 


4. The ſtrictneſs of the Com 


mand with the Threatnings at- 
tending its non- performance. 


. The great glory of the 


Goſpel, which is in the walking 


of the Brethren with a right. 
foot, as to this Rule. 


8 UL VIL 
Ender and affectionate Par- 


ticipation with one ano- 
ther, in their ſeveral States and 


Conditions, bearing each others 


Burthens. 


Gal. vi. 2. Bear you one ano- 
thers Burthens, and ſo fulfil you 
the Law of Chrift. 


* 


Heb. 
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Heb. xili. 3. 8 them: 
that are in Bonds, as bound with 
them, and them that are in Ad- 
verſity, as being your ſelves alſo. 


in Body. 


| ICor. x11.25. That there ſhould 
be no ſchiſm in the Body, but that 


the Members ſhould have the ſame 


care for one another. ver. 26. And 
whether one Member ſuffer all the 
Members ſuffer. with it, or one 


member be honoured, all the mem 


bers rejoyce with il. 

2 Cor. xi. 29. 2 is weak, and 
J am not weak ?- who ts offended, 
and I burn not!? 
james i. 21. Pure Religion and 
undefiled before God and the Ha- 
ther, is this; to viſit the Father- 
leſs and Widows in their AF gion, 
&c. 

Matt. xv. 35. [was an hunvred 
aud ye gave me Meat: I wes a- 
thriſt and ye gave me drin, I 
was a Stranger, and ye took mein; 


Naked: 
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Naked and ye cloathed me; I was 
fick, and ye viſited me ; T was in 
Priſon end ye came unto me. verſ. 
40. Jer in as much as you did it to 
one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren 
ye have done it unto me. 
2 Tim. i. 16. The Lord give 
mercy unto the houſe of One ſipho- 
rus, for he oft refreſoed me, and qu 
was not aſhamed of my Chain. verſ. NV 
17. But when he was in Nome, Ino 
he ſcught me cut very d:ligently, | fle 
and fornd me. th 
Acts xx. 25. Ihave ſbetocd ycu ea 
all ting, bow that jo labeuring I'S 
ye ought to ſupper! theweek, &c. o. 


EXP LIC: VIII & 
Tl 


HE former Rule concern- Ie 

\d- . 1 A 

d the carriage and irame | 6 
of ſpirits towards our Brethren PC 
in their failings. This is in their ! 
miſeries- and affiictions. In this Pr 
alſo, conformity to Chriſt is P{ 
| require, 


in Fellowſhip. © 69 

-a;| required, who in all the afflicti- 
in ons of his People is afflicted, 
rf Eſa. Ixiii. 9. and perſecuted in 
20 their diſtreſſes, Acts ix. 4. Could 
en we bring up our ſpiritual union, 
to hold any proportion with the 
de mutual union of many members 
o- in one body, to which it is fre- 
:d quently compared; this duty 
-{. vould be excellently performed: 
e, Ino man ever yet hated his own 
y, fleſh; if one member be in pain, 
the reſt have little comfort or 

l eaſe, it is a rotten member which 
is not affected with the anguiſh 
of its companions; they are 
marked particularly for deſtruc- 
tion, who in the midſt of plen- 
tiful enjoyments, forget the mi- 
| | feries of their Brethren. Amos vi. 
6. if we will not feel the weight 
lor our Brethrens Afflictions, | 
| Burdens, and Sorrow, it is a 
righteous thing that our own 
mould be doubled; the deſola- 
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tions of the Church makes Ne- 
Vemiabb grow pale in the Court} ox 
of a great King. Neb. 1. 10. they] C 


Troubles, Sorrows, Viſitations, 


aſſure themſelves, that they are 


— 


who. are not concerned in the 


Wants, Poverties, Perſecutions 
of the Saints, not ſo far as to pi- 
ty ther Woundings, tofeel their | 
Strokes, to refreſh their Spirits, 
help bear their Burthens upon 
their own Shoulders, can never 


united to the head of thoſe 
Saints: Now to a right perfor- 
mance of this Duty, and in the 
diſcharge of it, are required: 

1. A due Valuation, ſtrong 
Deſire, and high eſteem of the 
Churches. Proſperity in every || 


fn 2 


member of it. 


2. Bowels of Compaſlion, as 
a fruit of love, to be ſenſible 
of, and intimately moved for 
the ſeveral burthens of the 
Saints, Col. in. 19. 
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In Fellowhip. 71 
3. Courage and Boldneſs, te 
own them without ſhame in all 
Conditions, 2 Tim. i. 16, 17. 
4. Perſonal Viſitations in 
Sickneſſes, Troubles and Re- 
ſtraints, to adviſe, comfort, and 


| refreſh them. Matth. xxv. 36. 


5. Suitable Supportment by 
adminiſtration of ſpiritual or 
temporal Aſſiſtances, to the con- 
dition wherein they are. The 
Motives are the ſame as to the 


former Rule. 


RULE Ex. 
REE Contribution, and 


communication of temporal 


things, to them that are poor 
indeed, ſuitable to their Neceſſi- 
ties, Wants, and Afflictions. 

2 John iii. 17. Whoſo hath the 
World's Goods, and ſeeth his Bro- 
ther have need, and ſhuttetb up his 
bowels of Compaſſion from him, 


how 
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how drvelleth the love of God in 


him. verſ. 18. My little Children, 
let us not love in Word, neither 


in Tongue, but in Deed, and in 
Truth. 


ICorxv1. 1, 2. Now concern- 


71g the colledlion for the Saints, as 


1 have given order to the Churches 
of Galatia, even jo do ye. Upon 
the firſe day of the-week, let every 
ene of you lay by him in ſtore as 
God bath proſpered him. 
2 Cor. ix. 5, 6. Let your Gift 
e ready as a matter of Bounty, 
ust Covetouſneſs ; he that ſoweth 
ſparingiy, ſpall reap ſparingly. v. 
7. Every man, according as he 
purpeſeth in Lis Heart, ſo let him 
give, not grudgingly, or of neceſſi- 
ty, for God loveth a cheerful giver ; 
fo the whole 8. and q. chap. of 
this Epiſtle. . | 
Rom. Xii. 3. Diſtributing to 


Ihe neceſſity of the Saints, given to 


Hoſpitality, 


Gal, 


4 
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Gal. vi. 10. As we have there- 


fore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, : eſpecially unto them 
wha are of the houſhold of faith. 


1 Tim.vi.17. Charge them that 
be rich in this world that they be 
not high-mindecd, nor truſt in uncer- 


tain riches, but in the living Goa, 
who giveth us all things richly to 


enjoy, verl. 18. That they do good, 
that they be rich in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate, verl. 19. Laying up in 
ſtore for themſelves a good found- 
dation againſt the lime 10 come. 
Heb. xiii. 16. To do good, and 
to communicale forget not, for with 
ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. 

Levit.xxv.35. And if thy Bro- 
ther be waxen poor, fallen into 
decay with thee, then thou ſalt 
receive him. 

Mat. xv. 35. Come. ye bleſſed 
of my Father, inherit the Ring- 
dom e = you, from the 
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foundation of the world verſ. 35. 
For I was an hungred, and 'ye 
gave me meat, thirſty and ye gave 
me drink; I was a ſtranger, and 
ye took me in, verl. 36. Naked 
and ye clothed me; I was fick and 


A. 


ye viſited me: I was in Priſon and 


ye came unto me. verſ. 40. Verily 
T ſay unto you, inaſmuch as you 


have done it unto one of the leaſt of 


theſe my brethren, ye Have doue it 
Unto me. 


EXPLIC. IX. 
THE having of poor always 


amongſt us, and of us, ac- 
cording to our Saviour's predic- 


ion, Mat. xxvi. I I. and the pro- 
miſe of God, Deut. xv. 11. ſerves 
for tie trial of themſelves and o- 
thers, of their own content, with 
Chriſt alone, with ſubmiſſion to 


the all-diſpoſing Sovereignty of 


God; of others, how freely they 


can part for Chriſt's ſake, with 


thoſe things wherewith their 


hand 
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hand is filled. When God gave 
Manna, for food unto his peo 
ple, every one had an equal 
' ſhare, Exod. xvi. 18. and he 
that gathered much had nothing 
over, and he that gathered lit- 
tle had no lack, 2 Cor. xviii. 3. 
This diſtribution in equality, was 
again for the neceſſity of the 
Church, reduced into practiſe in 
the days of the Apoſtles, Acts 
xiv. 35. Of the total ſum of the 
poſſeſſions of believers, diſtribu- 
tion was made to every man ac- 
cording to his need. 
That every man, by the ordi- 
nance and appointment of God, 
hath a peculiar right to the 
uſe and diſpoſal of the earthly 


things, wherewith he is in parti- 


cular intruſted, is unqueſtiona- 
ble: The very precept for free 
diſtribution, and conmunicati- 
on are enough to prove it; but 
that theſe things are altogether | 
1 given to men, for themſelves 
E 2 and 
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and to their own uſe, is denied; 
Friends are to be made of Mam- 
mon. Chriſt needs in ſome, what 
he beſtows on others; if he 
hath given thee thine own, and 
thy brothers portion alfo to keep, 


wilt thou be falſe to thy trult£ 
and defraud thy Brother? C hriſt 

being rich became poor for our 
fakes; if he make us rich it is 
that we may fear the poor for 


his ſake, neither doth this duty 


lie only (though chiefly )on thoſe | 


who are greatly encreaſed; thoſe | 


who have nothing but their la- 


bour ſhould ſpare out of that | 
for thoſe who cannot work, Eph. | 
v.28. The twoMitesarerequired N 
as well as accepted. Now the re- | 
lief of the poor Brethren in the) 
Church, hath a two-fold Rule. 


Firſt, Their neceflity. 
Secondly, Others abilities. 
_ Unto theſe two mult afliſtance 
be proportioned; provided that 


thoſe | 
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thoſe which are poor walk ſuit- 
able to their condition, 27 be/.111, 
10, 11. And as we ought to re- 
lieve men in their poverty, ſo 
we ought, by all lawful means, 
to prevent their being poor, to 


| keep a man from falling, is an 
equal mercy. to the helping of 
him up when he is down. 


Motives to this duty are, 

1. The love of God unto us. 
I. Jobn 11. 14. 

2. The glory of the Goſpel, 


| exceedingly exalted thereby, 


Titus iii. 8, 15. Mat. v. 6. 

2. The union whereunto we 
are brought in Chriſt, with the 
common, inheritance promiſed 


| ro us all. 


4. The teſtimony of the Lord 
Jeſus, witneſſing what is done 
in this kind, to be, done unto 
himſelf, Mats xxv. 35, 36, 37. 

5. The promiſe annexed to 
it. Eccleſ. xi. 1. Prov. xix. 17. 

E 3 | Deut. 
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Deoet-: £v. 10 M83 4; 2. 
The way whereby it is to be 
done is by appointing ſome, Als 
vi. to take what is voluntarily 
diſtributed by the brethren, ac- 
cording as God hath bleſſed 
them; on the firſt day of the 
week, 1 Cor. xvi. 1. and to di- 


ſtribute to the necefſity of the 


Saints according to the advice 
of the Church ; beſides private 
diſtributions wherein we ought 
to abound, Mat. vi. 3.Heb.xiii.16, 


RULE X. 


Te mark diligently, and- 


avoid carefully, all cauſes 
and cauſers of Diviſions; eſpe- 


cially to ſhun Seducers, Falle- ., 


Teachers, and Broachers of 


Hereſies and Errors, contrary to 


the form of wholſome words. 
Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Now I be- 


feech you brethren, mark them 


robtch cauſe diviſions and offences, 
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trary to the dofirine which ye have 
learned, and avoid them: For they 
that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord 
Jeſus, but their own belly, and by 
good words and fair ſpeeches de- 


;þ Cerve the hearts of the ſimple. 


Matth. xxiv. 4. Jeſus ſaid unto 
them, Take heed that no man de- 
cerve you: verl. 5. For many ſhall 
come in my Name, ſaying, 1 am 
Chriſt, and ſhall deceive many. 
verf. 23. Then if any man ſhall joy 
unto you; Lo, here is Chriſt, or 
there, believe it not. verſ. 24. For 
there ſball ariſe falſe Chriſts, and 
falſe Prophets, and ſhall ſhew great 


figns and wonders: inſomuch. that 


(if it were poffible) they ſball de- 
_ cetve the very Elef. verſ. 25. Be- 
Hold I have told you before. 

1 Tim. vi. 3. If any man teach 
otherwiſe, and conſent not to whol- 
ſome words, even the words of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to the doc- 


 trine which is according to God- 
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tineſs: verſ. 4. He is proud, 


knowing nothing, but doting a- 


bout queſtions, and ſirifes ef 
words, whereof cometh envy, ſtrife,. 
railings, evil ſurmiſings, verſ. 5. 
Perverſe diſputings of men of cor- 


rupt minds, and deſt:tute of the 


truth ; From ſuch WIIHAr aw thy 
ell. 


2 Tim. ii. 16. But ſhun prophans | 
and vain bablings, for they will. 


increaſe to more ungodlineſs. verſ. 


17. and their word will eat as 


doth a canker. 


Titus iti. 9. But avoid fooliſh 
gueſtions and genealogies, and con- 


tentions and ſirivings avout the 
Law, for they are unprofitable 
and vain, verſ. 10. A man that 
is ay Heretic, aſter the firſt and 


ſecond admonition, refeci: verl. 


I. Knowing that he TY 2t i ſuch, 


is. ſubverted, and finneth, being I 


condemned of himfelf. 
1 John ii. 18. Little children, . 
it 
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2 Fellowſhip, * 
it is the laſt time: and as ye have 
heard that Antichriſt ſhall come, 
eben now there are many Anti- 
chriſts, whereby we know that it 
is the laſt time. verſ. 19. They 
went out from us but they were 


not of us: for if they had been 


of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with us: but they went 
out, that they might be made ma- 
nifeſt that 72 where not all 18 5 
115. 

1 John iv. r. Beloved, Zelittn 
not every ſpirit, but try the ſpi- 
rits whether they are of God; be- 


cauſe many falſe Pr bels are HO 
out into the world. | 
2 John x. If there be any that 
come unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not into your 
houſes, neither bid him Godſpeed: 
verſ. 11. For he that biddeth hin: 
Godſpeed, is Partaker of his cui 
deeds. 
Acts xxix. 29. For J w | 
| E5. this - 
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this, that after my departing ſhall 
|| grievous Wolves enter in among 
i you, not ſparing the flack, veil. 
230. Alſo of your own ſelves, ſhall 
il men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, 


1 

| to draw away Diſciples after them: | 
i 1 4 
I verl. 31. Therefore watch. | 


= Rev. li. 14. [have a few things 
b againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt | 
=_ there them that hold the dofirine || 
\ l _ of Balaam, verſ. 15. So haſt thou | 
=_ alſo them, that hold the dofirine 

| of the Nicolaitans, which things I 

hate, verſ. 16. Repent, or elſe I 

| ſhall come to thee quickly, and will | 
ll fight againſt thee with a Sword of | 
| my mouth. | 


— Wn rn 


f ö | EXPLIC..X. 


| THF former part of this title 
| = wes. ſomething ſpoken to 
rule 4th. if the preſervation of 
unity ought. to be our care, 
| certainly then. cauſes and cau- 
li ſers- 
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ſers of Diviſion, ought to be 
avoided; From ſuch turn away. 
There is a generation of men, 
whoſe tongues ſeem to be ac- 
tedby the Devil; James calls it, 
Set on fire of bell; Chap. iii. 6. 
As though they were the meer 


offspring of ſerpents, they de- 


light in nothing but in the. fire 
of contention; diſputing, quar- 
relling, backbiting, endleſs ſtri- 
vings are what they live upon. 
Note ſuch men and avoid them : 


Generally they are men of pri- 
vate intereſt, fleſhly ends, high. 


conceits and proud ſpirits; from 


ſuch turn away : For the latter 


part of the rule in-particular- 
concerning Seducers. That a 
judgement of diſcerning by the 
ſpirit reſts in the Church, and 
the ſeveral Members thereof, i 18 
apparent, 1 70%. ii. 2 7. 1 Car. ii. 1 f. 

Iſ4. viii. 2 8. To the exerciſe of this 


Y they arecommanded, 70.5. 
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1. I Cor. x. 5. So its comman- 


ded, Acts xvii. 11. And here- 
unto are they encouraged, Phil. 
1.9, 10. Heb.v.14.1t The blind 


lead the blind, both will fall in- 
to the ditch: That gold may be 


ſuſpected, which would not be - 


tried. Chriſtians muſt chuſe the 


good, and refuſe the evil. If their | 


teachers could excuſe them, if 
they lead them aſide, they might 
well require. blind ſubmiſſion 


from them. Now that the Bre- 
thren may exerciſe this duty 
aright, and perform obedience 


to this Rule, it is required; 
+. That they get their ſenſes 


exerciſed 1 in the word, to diſ- 


cern good and evil, Heb. v. 14. 


Eſpecially, that they get from 


the Scripturea _— 15 wholſome 


words, 2 Tim. i. 13. of the 


: 


main truths of hs Goſpel, and 


fundamental Articles of Religi- 


on; ſo. that upon the firſt appre- 


henſion 


4 


in Fellowſhip. 8 
henſion of the contrary, they 
may turn away from him that 
brings it, and not bid them God- 
ſpeed, 2 John verſ. 10. 

2. That they attend and hear- 
ken to nothing but what comes 


to them in the way of God: 


Some men, yea very many in 


our days, have ſuch itching 


cars after novelty, that they run 
greedily after every one that 
lies in wait to deceive, with cun- 
ning enticing words to make out 


ſome new pretended revelations; 


and this from a pretended liber- 


ty, yea duty of try ing all things, 


little conſidering that God will 
have his own work done, only 
in his own way: How they 
come it matters not, ſo they may 


be heard. Moſt of the Seducers 


and falſe Prophets of our days, 
are men apparently out of God's 
way, leaving there own callings 
to wander without a call, ordi- 
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nary or extraordinary, without 
providence or promiſe; for. a 


man to put himſelf, voluntari- 
ly, uncalled, upon the hearing 


of them, j is to tempt God, with 


whom it is juſt and righteous to 


deliver them up to the efficacy 


of error, that they may be- 


lieve the lies they hear. Attend 


only then to, and try only that 
which comes in the way of God, 
to others bid not God ſpeed. 


3. To be always ready fur- 


niſned with, and to bear in 


mind the Characters which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath given us in 
the word, of Seducers; which 


are indeed the very ſame where- 


by poor unſtable ſouls are ſe- 
duced by them : As firſt, that 
they ſhould come in ſheeps cloa- 


things, goodly pretences of in- 


nocency and holineſs. Second- 
ly, with good words and fair 
ſpeeches, Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Smooth 
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as butter and oil. Thirdly, an- 


ſwering mens Luſts in their 
Doctrine, 2 Tim. iv. 3. bring- 


ing Doctrines ſuitable to ſome 


beloved luſts of men, eſpecially 
a broad and eaſy way of ſalva- 
tion. Fourthly, pretences of glo- 
rious diſcoveries and revelati- 
ons, Mat. xxiv. 24. 2 THeſ. ii. 2. 

4. Utterly reject and ſeparate 


from ſuch as have had means of 


conviction and admonition, Tit. 

iii. 10 
5. Not to receive any with- 
out teſtimony from ſome of the 
brethren of known integrity in 
the Churches; ſuch is the miſery 
of our days, that men will run 
to hear thoſe that they know 
not from . whence they come, 
nor what they are; the laudable 
practiſe of the brſt · Churches, | 
to give teſtimonials to them 
that where to pals from one 
place to another, I Cor. xvi. 3. 
and 
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and not to receive any without . 
them, AZs xix. 26. is quite laid 
alice. | 
6. To walk onderlyi net at- 
tending to the Doctrine of any 
not known to, and approved bj 
the Churches. 5 
7. To remove far away all 
delight in novelties, diſputes, 
janglings, contentions about | 
words not tending to godli- - | 
neſs, which uſually are begin- I 
nings of fearful apoſtacies, Tit. | 
It. 9. 2 Tim. iv. 3. 1 Tim. ii. 3, 
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RU LE, XI. 


Hearfully to undergo the 
lot and portion of the 
whole Church in proſperity and 
affliction, and not draw back 
upon any occaſion whatever. 
Matth. xin. 20. But he that re- 
ceiveth the ſeed into ſtony places 
the. 


RS 
* * 
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the ſame is be that heareth the 
Word, and anon with joy re- 
ceiveth it, verſ. 21. Yet bath be 
not root in himſelf, but dureth , 
| fe a while : for when tribula- 
tion or perſecution ariſeth becauſe 

„ the word, bye and oye he is . 
[+ q | fa 
| Heb. x. 23. Let us hold faſt 
the profeſſion of our faith %,. 
out 0 % for be is faithful: 
bat promiſeth. verſe 21. Aud let 
u conſider one another, to pro- 
doe unto love and to good wor, 
| verl. 25. Net forſaking the Aj-.. 
| ſemdling our ſelves together, as 
the manner of. ſome is, but e. 
borting one another, and ſo much. 
the more, c you fee the day ap- 
proaching, verſ. 32. But call to 
remembrance the. former days, in 
which after ye were illuminated, 
ye endured a great fight of af. 
fliftion. verl. 33. Partly whule e 
were made a gazing ſtock both 
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by reproaches and affliftions, and 


partly whilſt ye became compa- 


nions of them that where fo uſed, 


verſe 34. For ye had compaſſion 
of me in my bonds, and took joy- 


fully the ſpoiling. of our goods; 
knowing in your ſelves, that ye 


Lade in Heaven an enduring. ſub- 


ſtance : verſ. 35. Caſt not away | 


therefore your confidence, wiich 
Huth great recompence of reward, 
verſ. 36. For ye have need of pa 

tience, that after ye have ame 
the will of God, ye . re- 
ceive. the promiſes. verſ. 37. For 


yet à little while, and yo that 
ſhall come will come; and will 


not tarry. verſ. 38. Now the Juſt 
hall live by faith, but if any 
man * araw back, my foul all 
have no pleaſure in bom. Ver. 39. 


But we are not one of them which 


draw- back to perdition, but of 


them that believe to the ſaving of | 


the ſoul, 
2 Tim. 
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2 Tim. iv. 10. For Demas. 
had forſaken me, having loved 
this preſent world, verſ. 16. At. 
my firſt anſwer, no man od 
with me but all men forfook ine; 
Ipray God that it be not laid un- 
to their charge.. 


EXEC. AXE 

Ack-fliding from the prac- 
tiſe of any way of Chriſt, 
or uſe of any ordinances, taken 
up upon conviction of his inſti- 
tution, is no ſmall degree in 

Apoſtacy from Chriſt himſelf, 
Apoftacy, in what degree 
loever, is attended with all that 
agoravation which a renuncia- 
tion of a taſted ſweetneſs and 


goodneſs from God for tranſi- 


tory. things, can lay upon it; 


ſeldom it is that back- fete” 


are without pretences. Com- 
monly of what they forſake, 
in reſpect of what they pretend 

to 


Q2. —_— 25 22 


to retain, they ſoy, as Lot of 
Zear, is it not a little one? 


But yet we ſee, (without ex- 
ception) that ſuch things uni- 
verſally tend to no more ungod- 


lineſs : Every unrecovered ſtep. 


backward, from any way of. 
Chriſt, maketh a diſcovery of 
falſeneſs in the heart, what- 


ever former Pretences have. 
been. 


They who for Motives of 5 


and ſort from things that are 
teen, which are but temporal, 
will ſeek for, or embrace being 


preſented, colours or, pretences 
for declining from any. Goſpel- 
duty, will not want them for 
the reſidue, if they ſhould be 


empted thereunto. 


The beginnings of great evils 
are to be reſiſted. That the neg- 


let of the duty, whereof we 


treat, which is always : accompa- 


nied 20 contempt of the com- 
munion 
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munion of Saints, hath been a 
main cauſe of the great diſho- 
nour and confuſion whereunto 
moſt Churches in the world are 
falien, was 1n part touched be- 
fore. It being a righteous thing 
with God, to ſuffer the ſons of 
men to wax'vain in their imagi- 
nations; in whom, neither the 
love of C hriſt, nor terror of the 
Lord, can prevail againſt the 
fear of men. 

Let this then with the dan- 
ger and abomination of back- 
fliding, make ſuch an impreſſion 
on the hearts of the Saints, that, 

N with full purpoſe of heart. they 
; might cleave unto the Lord, follow. 
| hard after him, in all his ordi- 
nances; that if perſecution ariſe, 
they may chearfully follow the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goes, 
and by their cloſe adhering one 
to another, receive ſuch mutual 
aſſiſtance and ſupportment, as 


that | 
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-that their joint, prayers may 
prevail. with the goodneſs of 
God, and their joint ſufferings 
overcome the wickedneſs of 
men. 

Now to a cloſe adhering to 
the Church wherein we walk 
in fellowſhip, in all conditions 
whatſoever, without diſmiſſi- 
on attainꝰd upon juſt and equita- 
ble grounds, for the embracing 
of communion in ſome other 
Churches. 

Motives are; 

Firſt the eminency and ex- 
cellency of the Ordinances en- 
aa 
Secondly, The danger of 
back-ſliding, and evidence of 
unſoundneis in every degree 
thereof. 

Thirdly, The ſcandal, confu- 
ſion, and diſorder of the Chur- 
ches, by neglect thereof. 


RULE 


7 thoughts? verſ. 5. Hearken my 


711 - eHOW 15. | 95 
RULE XII. 
N Church affairs to make no 


| difference of perſons, but to 
condeſcend to the meaneſt per- 


3 ſons and ſervices, for the ule of 


the brethren. 
James ii. 1. My Brethren have 


. not the faith of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt the Lord of Glory, with re- 


] pelt of perſons. verſ. 2. For if 


there come one unto your afſem- 


| blies, a man with a gold ring, in 
; goodly apparel, R and there come 12 


alſo a poor man in vile raiment; 
verſ. 3. And ye have reſpect ta 
Him that weareth the gay clothing, 
and ſay unto him, fit thou here in 


I 8 good place; and ſay to the poor 
man, ſtand thou here, or fit here 


under my footſtool.: verſ. 4. Are 


ye not then partial in your ſelves, 


ana are become Judges of evil 


be- 


0b Rules of walking 
beloved Brethren, Hath not God 
_ choſen the poor of this world, rich | 
in faith, and heirs of the King- | 
dom, which he hath promiſed to | 
them that love bim? verſ. 6. But | 
ye have deſpiſed the poor, ec, | 
Matt. xx. 26. But it ſhall not 
be ſo amongſ you, but whoſoever 
ill be great amongſt you, let him | 
be your Miniſter. verſ. 27. And 
* whoſoever will be chief among you i 
let him be your ſervant. 3 
Rom. xii. 16. Be of the ſame | 
mind one towards another; mind 
not high things, but condeſcend to 
nen of low eſtate; be not wije in 
your 0Wn conceits. 4 
John xiu. 12. So after he had 
. waſhed their feet, and had taken 
his garment, and was ſet down 
again, he ſaid unto them, Know ye 
what I have done to you? ver. 13. 
Ye call me Maſter and Lord, and 
ye ſay well; for jo Tam. verſ. 14. 
i 1 then your Lord and Maſter 
have 
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7 have waſhed your feet, ye ought 


alſo to waſh one anothers feet. 

verſ. 13. For I have given you 
an example, that ye ſhould do even 
as I have done. verl. 16. Verily, 
verily, I ſay unto you, The ſer- 


, vant is not greater than his Lord; 


neither he that is ſent, greater. 


| than him that ſent him. 


EX PLIC.. Xl 


Here the Lord hath not 
diſtinguiſhed, neither 

ought we. In Jeſus Chriſt, there 
is neither rich nor poor ; high 
nor low : but a new creature. 


| Generally, God hath choſen the 
poor of this world to confound 
the mighty. 


Experience ſhews us, that 
not many great, not many wile, 
not many mighty after the fleſh. 


are partakers of the heayenly 


calling; not that the Goſpel of 


. Chriſt 
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Chriſt doth any way oppoſe, 
or tale awey thoſe many diſte- 


rences and diſtinctions an nong 


he ſons of men, cauſed by power, 
authority, relation, enjoyment of 
arlhiy ble tings, ge, age, or 
any other einst _ whatloever, 
according to the inſtitution and 
appointment of God, with all 


that reſpect, reverence, duty, obe- 


dience, and ſubjection, due unto 
erſons in thoſe diſtinctions ; 
much leſs, pull up the ancient 


bounds of propriety and in- 
« tereſt in earthly things; but 


only declares, that in things 
purely ſpiritual, theſe outward 
things, which, for the moſt 


part, happen alike unto all, are 


of no value or eſteem. Men 
in the Church are conſidered 
as Saints, and. not as great or 
rich; all are equal, all are na- 


ked before God. 
Free-grace is the only di- 


ſtinguiſher 0 


F 


n * 
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of the ſame Maſter ; employed 


| | N Follou.ſi ip. 1 
ſtinguiſner, all being Prethren 
in the fame Family, Servers 


about the ſame work ; acted by 
the ſame precious Faith, enjoy- 
ing the ſame purchaſed Privi- 
4 Ages, expecting the {ame re- 
compence of reward and eternal 
abode: Whence ſhould any dit- 
ference ariſe ? Let then the 
Greateſt account it their greateſt 
honour to perform the meaneſt 
neceſſary ſervice to the meaneſt 
of the Saints; a community in 
all ſpiritual advantages, ſhould 
give equality in ſpiritual affairs; 
not he that is richeſt, not he 
that 1s pooreſt, but he that is 
humbleſt, is accepted before 
the Lord. 

Motives hereunto, are, 

1. Chriſt's example. 

2. Scripture- precepts. 

3. God's not accepting per- 
ſons. 
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4. Joint participation of the 

PS common Faith, Hope, 

SC. 

\ 6. The unprofitableneſs of 

all cauſes of outward differences 

in things of God. 


- 
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RULE XIII. 


F any be in diſtreſs, Perſe- 
cution or affliction, the whole 
. ee is to be humbled, and 
to be earneſt in Prayer in their 


behalf. bees | 
Acts x1. 5. Heaton = CR Was 


kept in priſon, but prayers <vere 
made without ceaſing unto God for 
him, verſe 7. And behold, the 


Angel of the Lord came upon him, 


and a tight © ſhined in the priſon : 


and he ſmate Peter on the fide, and 
raiſed him up, ſcying, Ariſe up 


quickly , and. bis chains fell off 
ny his hands, Vell 12. And. 


When 
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when he had conſidered the thing, 
be came to the houſe of Mary the 

* Mother of John, whoſe ſurname 
was Mark, where many were 355 
 thered together praying. 

Rom. Xl. 15, Reoice with 
them that do rejoice, and weep 
evith them that weep. 

Cor. xii. 26. And whether 
ons member ſuffer, all the Mem- 
bers ſuffer with it, or ene Mem- 
ber be henoured, all the Members 
rejoice with it, ver. 27. Noto ye 
are the Boxy of Chrijt, aud Mem- 
bers 1 In particular. 

2 Phef. ii, 2. Pray for 4s, 
Brethren, that we may be deli- 
vered ſrem unreaſonable and wits 
ked men. Das 


3 


8 


EKpPLIC. XIII. 


His duty being in general 
made out from, and in- 


cluded in other former rules, we 
23. ſhall ; 
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ſhall need to ſpeak the leſs unto 


it: eſpecially, ſeeing that upon 
conſideration and ſuppoſition of 


our fellow Member-ſhip, it is no | 


more than very Nature requi- 


'reth and calleth for. God de- 


lighteth, as in the thankful 
praiſes fo in the fervent prayers 


of his Churches; therefore he 


variouſly calleth them by ſeve- 
ral diſpenſations to the perform- 
ance of theſe duties: Now this 
oftimes, to ſpare the whole 
Church, he doth by the afflic- 


Members thereof; knowmg 
that, that near relation, which 
by his inſtitution and Spirit 18 
between them, will make the 
diſtreſs common, and their 
prayers cloſely combined. Spt- 
ritual union 1s more noble and 
excellent thar natural; and yet 


in this it were monſtrous, that 


either any Member in particular, 
£2 - or 


tions of ſome one or other of the | 
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or the whole in general, ſnould 
not both ſuffer with, and care 
for the diſtreſs of every part 
and Member. That Member is 
rotten and to be cut off, for fear 
of infecting the Body, which 


feels not the pains of its aſſo- 


ciates: If then any Member of 
the Church do he under the im- 


mediate afflicting hand of God, 


or the perſecuting rage of man, 
it is the duty of every Fellow- _ 
Member, and of the Church in 
general, to be ſenſible of, and 
account themſelves fo ſharers 
therein as to be inftant with 
God by earneſt ſupplication, and 
helpful to them by ſuitable aſſiſ- 
tance that their ſpiritual con- 
cernment in that affliction may 
be apparent; and that becauſe, 
Firſt, the will of God is thereby 
fulfilled, Secondly, The glory 
of the Goſpel is thereby exalt- 
ed. Thirdly, preſervation and 

F & | delia. 


Heal. treſpeſs 2 


aud him alone: 
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| deliverance to the whole Church | 


procured. Fourthly, conformi- | 
ty with Chriſt's ſufferings in his | 
Saints attained, Fifthly, an in- 
eſtimable benefit of Church-fel- 
lowſhip enjoyed, Sc. 


R U LE XIV; 
V7 gilam watchfulneſs over 


each others converſation, 
attended with mutual adinoni- 
tion, in caſe of diſorderly walk- 
ing; with rendring an account 
to the Church, if. the party of- 
tending, be not prevailed with. 


Matth. xviil. 1 5. it thy Breth:r 
LT ans thee, £0 and 
ee him is 7 zult, beityeen thee 
if he ſhall hear 
thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother: 
verl. 16. But if he will not bear, 
then take with thee one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or 

| three 


rch | 
mi- 


his 
in- 
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three witneſſes, every word may 
be eſtabliſhed, verſ 17. and if be 
ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it 
unto the Church. 

1 Theſ. v. 14. New wwe exhbort 
you, brethren, warn them who are 
unruly | 


Heb. iii. 12. Take heed, bre- 


Ihren, leſt there be in any of you an 


evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God. verl. 13. 
But exhbort one ancther 4070. 

c it is called to day; leſt any 
of you be hardened 2 the de- 


ceitfulneſs of fin. 
Heb. x. 24. And let us con- 


ider one another, to provoke unto 


love, and to good works, exhort- 
ing one another, and ſo much the 
more, becauſe You ſee the day ap- + 
proaching. . 

Heb. xil. 13. Make ſtrait paths 
Jes your feet, leſt that which is 
lame be turned out of the way, but. 
rather let it be healed. vert. YE, 
i „ I Looc 
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| Looking diligently, leſt any man 
| fail of the grace of God, leſt any | 
wil 7 'oot of bitterneſs ſpringing up trou- | 
18 ble you, and thereby many be defil- 
ed: verſ. 17. Leſt there be any 
fornicator, or prophane perſon a- 
mong you, like Elau, who for one 


mor ſel of bread ſold his birth-right.. 


Levit xix. 17. Thou ſalt not 
hate thy brother in thy heart, theu | 
ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neigh- | 
beur, and nct ſuffer fin upon him. | 

Theſ. iii. 15. Zet account him | 
not as an enemy, but admoniſh bins | 
2s à brother. 

Rom. xv. 14. And 1 my elf 
alſo am perſwaded of you, my bre= * 
thren, that ye alſo are full of good- þ 3 
neſs, filled with all knowledge, able 
aiſo to admoniſh one another. _ 

James v. 19. Brethren, if any © 
of you do err from the faith, ard | 
one convert him, let him know,, 

that be which convertetb a uren 
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from the error of his way, ſhall 
ſave a ſoul from death, and ſhall 
hide a multitude of fins. 


Prov. xxix. 1. He that being 


often reproveth ſtiffeneth his neck, 
all ſuddenly he deſtroyed, and 
8 that without remed . 


EATHEC. AV. 


0 TFN. is a threefold duty 


included in this rule, the 
main whereof, and here chiet- 
ly intended, is that of Admo- 
nition ; whereunto the firſt is 
previous and conducing, the 
latter, in ſome caſes conſequent, 
and attending - Chriſtians con- 
verſation ; whether ao conſi- 
der the glory of God, and the 
Goſpel, wherein concerned; or 
the bonds of relation, with thoſe 
mutual endearments wherein 
they ſtand engaged; and obliga- 

| -- JICNS: 
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tions that are upon them for 
the general good, and ſpiritual 
edification one of another. This 
duty is of eminent neceſſity and 
uſefulneſs. Not that we ſhould 
curiouſly pry into one another's 
failing; much leſs maliciouſly 
ſearch into doubtful unknown 
things; for the trouble, or diſ- 
paragement of our Brethren; 
both which are contrary to that 
love which thinketh not evil, 
but covereth a multitude of 
faults; but only out of a ſenſe 
of the glory of God, the ho- 
nour of the Goſpel, and care of 
each others ſouls; we are to ob- 
ſerve their walking, that what 
is exemplary therein may be fol- 
lowed; what faileth may be di- 
rected; what is amiſs may be 
reproved, that in all things God 
may be glorified, and Chriſt ex- 
alted. 


Now admoniton is two-fold, 
| I. . 
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1. Authoritative, by the way 
of power. 2. Fraternal, by the 
way of Wy The 1. again is 
two-fold. 1. Doctrinal by the 
way of de 2. Diſcipli- 
nary, which belongeth to the 
whole Church; of theſe we do 
not treat. The latter is alſo two- 


fold; Hortatory, to encourage 


unto good; and Monitory, to 
reprove that which is amiſs: It 
is this laſt which is peculiarly 
aimed at, and intended in the 
rule. This then we aſſert, as the 
duty of every Church- member 
towards them with whom he 
walks in fellowſhip, to admonifh 
any from the Word whom they 


& perceive not walking in any 


O 
thing with a right foot, as be- 


cometh the Goſpel, thereby to 
recover his ſoul tothe right way; 
that much caution and wiſdom, 

tenderneſs and moderation is 
required in the perſons perform- 


WS _ 
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ing this duty ; for want where- 
of it often degenerates from 
a peaceable remedy of evil into 


fuel, for ſtrife and debate, is 


granted. Let them then, who 


are called to perform this duty, 
diligently conſider theſe things; 
1. That in the whole action he 
tranſgreſs not that rule of cha- 
rity which we have, 1 Cor. xiii. 7. 
Gal. vi. (2) Let him have peace 
at home, by an aſſurance of 
conſtant labouring to caſt out 
all beams and motes from his. 
own eye, Mal. vii. 5. (3) Let him 
ſo perform it, that it may evi- 
dently appear that he hath no 
other aim but the glory of God, 
and the good of his brother re- 
roved; all envy and rejoicing 
in evil being far away. (4) Let 
him be ſure to draw his admoni- 
tions from the Word, that the 
authority of God may appear 
therein, and without a Word 


let 


ner, may be fully avoided. (6) 
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let him not preſume to ſpeak. 

(6) Let all circumſtances attend- 
ing time, place, perſons, and 
the like, be duly weighed, that 


all provocation in the leaſt man- 


Let it be conſidered as an ordi- 
nance whereunto Chriſt hath an 
eſpecial regard. (7) Let him 
carefully diſtinguiſh between 
perſonal injuries unto himſelf, 
whoſe mention muſt have far 
more of forgiveneſs, than re- 
proof, and other offences tend- 
ing to publick ſcandal. Laſtly, 
Let felf-examination concern- | 
ing the ſame or the like miſcar- | 
riage, always accompany. the 
brotherly admonition. _ 
Theſe and the like things being 
duly weighed, let every brother 
with Chriſtian courage, admo- 
niſh from the Word, every one 


whom he judgeth to walk diſor- ; 


derly 1 in any particular whatſo- 
cver ; 
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ever; not to ſuffer fin upon him, 


being ready to receive content 
and ſatisfaction, upon juſt de- 
tence, or promiſed amendment: 

and without this, in caſe. of juſt 
offence, a man cannot be ny 
from the . guilt. of other mens 
fins : Let alſo the perſon admo- 
niſhed, with all Chriſtian pati- 
ence, accept of the admonitions, 


without any more regret of ſpi- 


rit, than he would have againſt 


him who ſhould break the wea- 


pon wherewith he was in dan- 
er to be ſlain : Conſidering, 
1. The authority of him who 


hath appointed it. 
2. The priviledge and mercy 


he enjoyeth by ſuch a ſpiritual 


prevention of ſuch a danger, or 
out of ſuch an evil, which Per- 


haps himſelf did not diſcern. 


3. The dreadful judgments 


which are every where threat- 


ned to deſpiſers of reproofs, 
Prov. 
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Prov. xxix. 1. and ſo thankfully 
accept juſt admonition from the 
meaneſt in the Corfgregation. 
For the laſt, or repairing un- 


to the Church in caſe of not 


prevailing by private admoniti- 


on; our Saviour hath ſo plainly 
laid down both manner and end 
of proceeding in Mat. xviii. that 
it needeth no explanation; only 
I ſha!l obſerve, that by Church 
there, ven. 17, cannot be under 
ſtood the Elders of the Church 
alone, but rather the whole con- 
gregation; for if the offended 


| 6 C 


Ci vided . take with him 
two or chree or ine Eiders unt 
the offender (as he may) then. 
were they the Church, and the 
Church ſhould be told of the 
offence before the reproof hath 
been managed by two or three, 
which is contrary to the rule. 
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RULE XV. NPs 7 

by [ 

Xemnplary walking i in all ho- / 

E lineſs, and godlineſs of 5 
converſation, to the glory of J 

the Goſpel, edification of the 
Church, and conviction of them 

which are without, 

Pſal. xxiv. 3. ho ſhall aſcend 
into the hill of; the Lord, or wi0 
fpall' ſtand in his holy place; He 
that hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart, who hath not lift up his foul 
undo van i, nor fworn aeceilfully. 
3 Matth. v. 16. Let your light fd 
Lic before men, that they may ſee 
G8 your good Es, and gloriſy your 
Father which is in heaven, ver. 20. 
For I ſay unto you, except your 
righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righ- 
 teouſneſs of the Scribes and Phari- 
fees, ye ſhall in no wiſe enter into 
the Kingdom of heaven. 

Mat. xxi. 19. And when he ſaw 


a fig- 
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2 fig-tree in the way, he came to it, 
and found nothing thereon, but 
leaves only, and. ſaid unto it, let 
no fruit grow on thee hence for: 
ward for ever, &c. 3 
2 Cor. vii. 1. Having therefore 
theſe promiſes (dearly beloved) let 
us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthi- 
neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfettins 
balinefs in the fear of Golf. 
2 Tim. ii. 19. Aud let every 
one that nameth the name of Chriſt, 
depart from iniquity. Tit. ii. 1 1, 12. 
For the grace of God that bringeth 
ſalvation, bath appeared unto all 
men; icarhing us, inat denying un- 
godlinæſs and wordly luſts, we | 
ſhould live ſoberly, 2 and 
goaly in this preſent world, ver. 14. 
Who gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. Eph. 


1v.21,22,23.1f ſo be that ye have 


heard him, aud have been taught 
; by 
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by bim, as the truub is in Jeſus, 
7 hat ye put of concerningube former 


converſation, the old mam, which 


75 corrupt according to the deceitful 
lufts ; and be renewed in the ſpi- 
rit of your mind, 1 Pet. iii. 1, 2. 
"Lizewiſe, ye wives, be in ſubjeBi- 


on to your own huſtanas, that if 


auy obey not the Merd, they alſo 
may without the word be won by 


the converſation of | the wives; 


while they behold your chaſte con- 
verjation coupled with fear, Heb. 
X1t. 1 4. Follow peace with all men, 
and. Holineſs, without which 70 
marſhall jee the Lord. Fpheſ. v. 
15, 19. See then that o Tur 

circumſpettly, not as fools, Cut as 
<viſe, redeeming the time, becauſe 
the Jays are evil, 2Sam. Xii. 14. 
Howbeit becauſe Ly this geed thou 
haj} given great occaſion to the 
enemics of the Lord to blaſpheme, 
the child alſo, that is born unto 
thee, ſoall ſurely die. 
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Olineſs becometh the houſe 
of the Lord for ever, with- 


out it none ſhall ſee God: Chriſt _ 
died to waſh his Church, to pre- 


ſent it before his father without 


pot or blemiſh, to purchaſe unto 


himſelf a peculiar people, zea- 
lous of good works. It is the 
Kingdom of God within us, and 


| by which it appeareth unto all 


that we are the Children of the 
Kingdom. Let this then be the: 
great diſcriminating Character 
of the Church, from the World, 


that they are a holy, humble, 


Leelf-denying people: Our maſ- 


ter is holy, his Doctrine and 


Worſhip holy, let us ſtrive that 


our hearts may alſo be holy. 

This is our wiſdom towards 
them that are without, whereby 
they may be guided, or convin- 
ced, 


= 
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ced; this is the means whereby 


we build up one another moſt 
effectually. Examples are a ſnar- 


hs way of inſtruction than pre- 


cepts;looſewalking, cauſing the 
Name of God to be blaſphemed, 

the little ones of Chriſt to be of- 
fended, & his enemies to rejoice, 
is altended' with moſt dreadful 
woes. Oh! that all who are cal- 
led to an holy Profeſſion, and 
do enjoy holy. Ordinances, did 


Mine alſo in the holineſs of con- 


verſation, that thoſe who accuſe 


them as evil doers, might have 
their mouths ſtopt and their 


hearts filled with ſhame to the 


glory of the Goſpel. To this ge- 


neral head belongeth wiſe walk 
ing in all patience, meekneſs, 

and long-ſuffering towards thoſe 
that are without, until they evi- 


dently appear to be fighters a- 
gainſt God; when they are to 
be prayed for. Hither alſo might 


be 
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be reſerred the patience of the 


Saints in all tribulation, ſuffer- 
ings, and perſecutions for the 


Nature of Chriſt. 


Motives for the excerciſe of 
univerſal holineſs in acts inter- 


nal and external, private and 


publick; perſonal, and of all re- 
lations, are, | 

I. The utter inſufficiency if 
the moſt precious Ordinances, 
for any communion with God, 


without it. 


2. The miſerable iſſue of de- 
ceived ſouls, with their barren 
empty fruitleſs Faith. 

3. The glory of the Goſpel, 
when the power thereof hath an 
evident impreſſion on the hearts, 


thoughts, words, actions, and 


lives of profeſſors. 
4. Scandal of the Goſpel the 
advantage of its adverſaries, the 


| ſhame of the Church and fierce 
wrath of God, following the un- 


ſuitable 
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ſuitable walking: of the profeſ- | 
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fors. 
The ſweet ak which 


the practiſe of holineſs bringeth 


along with it even in this life; 
with that eternal weight of glo- 


ry whereunto it leadeth hereaf- 


ter; unto which the holy ſon of 
God brings us all, through the 


ſprinkling of his moſt holy blood. 

And theſe are ſome of thoſe 
Rules, whoſe practice is required 
from the Perſons, and adorneth 


the profeſſion of thoſe who have 
obtained this grace, to walk to-" 


gether in fellowſhip, according 
to the Rule of the Goſpel; to- 
wards others alſo ought they, 
with. ſeveral limitations, and in 
the full latitude towards the bre-: 
thren of the congregations in 
communion with them, to be 


obſerved. A 1A 57 3 
BLM e 


